Service: Midweek of Lent 3 (Traditional) Witnesses to Christ: People from His Passion

MIDWEEK OF LENT 3

PETER

Simon Peter witnessed much of Christ’s ministry on earth. He is featured in
many highlights of the four Gospels, but today we see Peter at his lowest point, as
he denies Jesus three times. The result of Peter’s denial is a massive amount of
guilt. Each of us can relate to that unwanted flood of self-disgust that comes when
we remember past sin. But guilt is not the final word for Peter, and it is not the
final word for us. After His resurrection, Jesus restores and forgives Peter. Jesus
offered Peter grace. Jesus also gives us grace, forgiveness, and restoration at the
Cross.

Opening Sentences

P: O Lord, open my lips,
C: and my mouth will declare Your praise.

P: Make haste, O God, to deliver me;
C: make haste to help me, O Lord.

ALL: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was
in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. Praise to You, O
Christ, Lamb of our salvation.

Psalm 118:

P: Blesséd is he who comes in the name of the LORD

C: We bless you from the house of the LORD.
P: Open to me the gates of righteousness,

C: that I may enter through them and give thanks to the LORD.
P: This is the gate of the LORD;

C: the righteous shall enter through it.

P: I thank You that you have answered me

C: and have become my salvation.
P: The stone that the builders rejected

C: has become the cornerstone.
P: This is the LORD’s doing;

C: itis marvelous in our eyes.
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P: This is the day that the LORD has made;
C: let us rejoice and be glad in it.
P: Save us, we pray, O LoORD!
C: O LORD, we pray, give us success!
P: Blesséd is he who comes in the name of the LORD!
C: We bless you from the house of the LORD.
P: The LoRrD is God,
C: and He has made His light to shine upon us.
P: Bind the festal sacrifice with cords,
C: up to the horns of the altar!
P: You are my God, and I will give thanks to You;
C: You are my God; I will extol You.
P: Oh give thanks to the LorD, for He is good,
C.: for His steadfast love endures forever!
All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
P: Blesséd is he who comes in the name of the LORD!
C: We bless you from the house of the LORD.

Silence for reflection

Psalm Prayer:

P: Holy God, mighty Lord, endless is Your mercy and eternal Your reign. Your
own Son has triumphed over sin and the grave and opened to us the gates of
everlasting life. Purify our hearts in Him that we may be granted a share in
His glory; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord.

C: Amen.

Hymn: “By All Your Saints in Warfare” - Hymn # 517, vs. 1, 10, 3

First Reading: Zechariah 12:10-14
P: A reading from Zechariah, the twelfth chapter.

“And I will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem a
spirit of grace and pleas for mercy, so that, when they look on Me, on Him
whom they have pierced, they shall mourn for Him, as one mourns for an only
child, and weep bitterly over Him, as one weeps over a firstborn. On that day
the mourning in Jerusalem will be as great as the mourning for Hadad-rimmon
in the plain of Megiddo. The land shall mourn, each family by itself: the family
of the house of David by itself, and their wives by themselves; the family of the
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house of Nathan by itself, and their wives by themselves; the family of the
house of Levi by itself, and their wives by themselves; the family of the
Shimeites by itself, and their wives by themselves; *and all the families that are
left, each by itself, and their wives by themselves.”

P: O Lord, have mercy on us.
C: Thanks be to God.

Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 12:7-10
P: A reading from Second Corinthians, the twelfth chapter.

So to keep me from being too elated by the surpassing greatness of the
revelations, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to harass
me, to keep me from being too elated. Three times | pleaded with the Lord
about this, that it should leave me. But He said to me, “My grace is sufficient
for you, for My power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all
the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon
me. For the sake of Christ, then, | am content with weaknesses, insults,
hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For when | am weak, then | am strong.

P: O Lord, have mercy on us.
C: Thanks be to God.

Third Reading: John 18:12-27
P: A reading from St. John, the eighteenth chapter.

So the band of soldiers and their captain and the officers of the Jews arrested
Jesus and bound Him. First they led Him to Annas, for he was the father-in-law
of Caiaphas, who was high priest that year. It was Caiaphas who had advised
the Jews that it would be expedient that one man should die for the people.
Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so did another disciple. Since that disciple
was known to the high priest, he entered with Jesus into the court of the high
priest, but Peter stood outside at the door. So the other disciple, who was
known to the high priest, went out and spoke to the servant girl who kept watch
at the door, and brought Peter in. The servant girl at the door said to Peter,
“You also are not one of this man’s disciples, are you?” He said, “I am not.”
Now the servants and officers had made a charcoal fire, because it was cold,
and they were standing and warming themselves. Peter also was with them,
standing and warming himself.
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The high priest then questioned Jesus about His disciples and His
teaching. Jesus answered him, “I have spoken openly to the world. I have
always taught in synagogues and in the temple, where all Jews come together. |
have said nothing in secret. Why do you ask Me? Ask those who have heard
Me what I said to them; they know what I said.” When He had said these
things, one of the officers standing by struck Jesus with his hand, saying, “Is
that how You answer the high priest?” Jesus answered him, “If what I said is
wrong, bear witness about the wrong; but if what | said is right, why do you
strike Me?”” Annas then sent Him bound to Caiaphas the high priest.

Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. So they said to
him, “You also are not one of His disciples, are you?” He denied it and said, “I
am not.” One of the servants of the high priest, a relative of the man whose ear
Peter had cut off, asked, “Did I not see you in the garden with Him?” Peter
again denied it, and at once a rooster crowed.

P: O Lord, have mercy on us.
C: Thanks be to God.

Lenten Responses:

P: Deliver me, O Lord, my God, for You are the God of my salvation.

C: Rescue me from my enemies; protect me from those who rise against me.
P: In You, O Lord, do | put my trust; leave me not, O Lord, my God.

C: Rescue me from my enemies; protect me from those who rise against me.
P: Deliver me, O Lord, my God, for You are the God of my salvation.

C: Rescue me from my enemies; protect me from those who rise against me.

Sermon Hymn: “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less ”- Hymn #575

Sermon: Peter

P: Let my prayer rise before You as incense,
C: and the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.

Song of Mary: “My Soul Now Magnifies the Lord”- Hymn #934

Kyrie: (Lord, Have Mercy)
C: Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy.

Lord’s Prayer:
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Prayers:
P: O Lord, hear my prayer.
C: And let my cry come to You.

P: O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have
gone astray from Your ways and bring them again with penitent hearts and
steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of Your
Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

P: Lord, Your forgiveness rescues us from ever-failed intention and foolish
weakness. Grant to us grace that we may be restored through forgiveness and
ever stand before You in the clothing of Your mercy; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

P: Merciful God, graciously take into Your fatherly care the sick and needy, the
widow and orphan, homeless and homebound, lonely and forgotten, and all
who seek Your grace in time of adversity, affliction, or death. Comfort them,
O God, with Your Holy Spirit, [especially . . .], that they may patiently
endure their afflictions and support them with Your everlasting arms until
You grant them a peaceful departure and a joyful entrance into Your eternal
kingdom in the resurrection of all flesh; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C: Amen.

P: O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just
works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that
our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also that we, being
defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

P: Let us bless the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Blessing:
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P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: Amen.

Closing Hymn: “I Know My Faith Is Founded” Hymn # 587
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