
Order of Worship for November 6, 2022 

 

Prelude 
 

To All the Saints We’ve Lost This Past Year: Carol Ann Berryman, Faye Agnes Abel, Edward 

Eric Sorenson, Dr. Gary Howard Kluever, Darren James Kluever, Robert Ray Pinneke 
 

     P: The Lord be with you, 

     C: and with you too. 
  

Opening Hymn: “For All the Saints” – Hymn #677, vs. 1-3 

  

Confessing Our Sins and Receiving God’s Forgiveness p. 213 

 

Service of the Word 

Entrance Psalm 

     P: These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. 

     C: They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 

     P: In You, O LORD, do I take refuge; let me never be put to shame; 

     C: in Your righteousness deliver me. 

     P: For You are my rock and my fortress; 

     C: and for Your name’s sake You lead me and guide me. 

     P: Into Your hand I commit my spirit; 

     C: You have redeemed me, O LORD, faithful God. 

ALL: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

     P: These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. 

     C: They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 

 

Kyrie Hymn: (On screen, soloist sings first verse, congregation joins for verses 2 and 3.  

“Kyrie Eleison” is Greek for O Lord, Have Mercy. “Christe” means  

O Christ. We sing this three times for the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit) 

  

Hymn of Praise (This Is the Feast) p. 155 

      P: The Lord be with you, 

     C: and also with you. 
  

Prayer of the Day 

P: Almighty and everlasting God, You knit together Your faithful people of all times and 

places into one holy communion, the mystical body of Your Son, Jesus Christ. Grant us so to 

follow Your blessed saints in all virtuous and godly living that, together with them, we may 

come to the unspeakable joys You have prepared for those who love You; through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.     

C: Amen. 



First Lesson: Revelation 7:9–17 
      R: After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every 

nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the 

Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, and crying out with a loud 

voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” And all the 

angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and 

they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, saying, “Amen! Blessing and 

glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever and 

ever! Amen.” 

     Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, clothed in white robes, and 

from where have they come?” I said to him, “Sir, you know.” And he said to me, “These are the 

ones coming out of the great tribulation. They have washed their robes and made them white in 

the blood of the Lamb. Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve him day and 

night in his temple; and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence. 

      They shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike them, nor any 

scorching heat. For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide 

them to springs of living water, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 

      R: This is the Word of the Lord        

      C: Thanks be to God. 

  

Epistle Lesson: 1 John 3:1–3 
     R: See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of 

God; and so we are. The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know Him. 

Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know 

that when He appears we shall be like Him, because we shall see Him as He is. And everyone 

who thus hopes in Him purifies himself as He is pure. 

      R: This is the Word of the Lord.       

      C: Thanks be to God. 

  

Alleluia Hymn: “Alleluia-II” - Hymn 952  

(soloist sings through first, then congregation sings) 

  

Holy Gospel: Matthew 5:1-12  

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 5
th
 chapter. 

C: Glory to You, O Lord. 

P: Seeing the crowds, [Jesus] went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his  disciples 

came to him. And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: 

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 

Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. 

Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 

Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 



Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of  

heaven. 

Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you 

falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they 

persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 

     P: This is the Gospel of our Lord.          

     C: Praise to You, O Christ. 

  

Sermon Hymn:  “We Sing for All the Unsung Saints” – Hymn #678 

 

Sermon:  “What We Will Be” – 1 John 3:1-3 

It seems like we’ve run out of ideas for movies and TV shows. At least, that’s the way it looks 

when you see how many remakes and prequels and sequels there are. Instead of coming up with 

new ideas, new characters, new places, new stories, we just keep seeing the same ones over and 

over again. Better Call Saul was a prequel to the series Breaking Bad, and showed the origin of 

the sleazy lawyer. Star Trek: Strange New Worlds shows the adventures of Spock and Uhura 

and other characters before James T Kirk becomes captain of the Starship Enterprise. HBO’s 

House of the Dragon takes place a couple hundred years before Game of Thrones, and so 

features some of the same places and characters from the same houses as the original. Amazon 

Prime hoped to catch the same sort of magic with their Rings of Power series, a prequel set long 

before the Lord of the Rings. Over on Disney Plus, the series Andor is a prequel to the prequel 

film Rogue One, which took place just before Star Wars: A New Hope. 

 

We know how these stories end. We know what will happen to these characters in the end. Why 

do we keep returning to these ideas or shows?  

 

During the last few years, the word unprecedented has almost become overused. We’ve got 

through so many rapid changes. Plagues and riots, insurrections and inflation, virtual 

everything, all have changed how we view the world. Some have seen a tendency, then, for 

people to stick with the familiar. Stick with the comfortable. Stick with what you know. When 

you’re dealing with so much unknown, it helps to have something you know. It helps to watch 

or read something where you know the ending. It helps when you know what will be.  

 

These last years have also reminded us of what is coming. We know what we will be. Dust you 

are, and to dust you shall return. We’re surrounded by the reminders that we shall all die. We’re 

reminded of what awaits us when we watch the news, or get a phone call that the cancer is back, 

or read the obituaries in the paper, or watch the falling leaves. Even as we admire the beauty of 

the leaves changing color, we know that they will fall, and that, cut off from the trees that give 

them life, die. Cute ghosts and fake blood over teenage zombies and vampires may try to make 

us laugh at death, but they, too, point us to what we will be. That someday, we will hear those 

words intoned over our final resting place. That we will be buried. We know what we will be.  

 

As John writes his letters towards the end of the 1st century A.D., the early Christians are 

waiting and wondering, facing an uncertain world. John is the last living apostle of Jesus, the 



last of the twelve who’d walked with Jesus during his earthly ministry. And the people 

wondered what would become of them as the generations shifted, as persecutions arose again, 

as death awaited them.  

 

In the midst of that uncertainty, John reminds his readers that they do have a promise they can 

trust in. They are the children of God because of what Jesus did for them on the cross. They are 

the children of God, even when the surrounding culture doesn’t recognize them as such. They 

are the children of God, which gives them purpose and value. They are the children of God, 

which gives them a place in God’s family, and unites them with their brothers and sisters in the 

faith throughout all time and all space. Children of God is what they are, and what they will be.  

The same promises hold true for us, as well. How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, 

that we should be called children of God! We were made a part of God’s family through 

baptism, when we became God’s children. That is a certainty. That is not only what we will be, 

that is what we are. It gives us purpose and value and an identity found in something outside of 

us, not based on what we do. It is true that we are children of God even when we don’t feel 

close to God. We are children of God not because of anything we do, but because of what God 

has done for us.  

 

If we are all the children of God, then we have other promises, too. We have our brothers and 

sisters in Christ gathered around us. As the children of God, we know that we always have a 

place we will belong. We know that through all the changes and challenges of life, we will 

always be a part of God’s family, and that God will be with us whatever we do and wherever we 

go. But even as we know what we will be, what the end of every life is, our future can still be 

uncertain.  

College students (and their parents) struggle with same question. “What will you be?” The 

question stretches back even further, as children who dress as firemen or astronauts or ballerinas 

for Halloween are asked if that’s what they want to be when they grow up. But even when 

you’re older and think you have life figured out, the question still remains. Those who are back 

for homecoming probably couldn’t have predicted all of the twists and turns that happened after 

your time here. As you move from job to retirement, from out in the country to closer into town, 

from your own home to a nursing home or assisted living place, the question still is asked. What 

will you be? 

 

The present reality is that we are children of God, but that is not the end of the story. In the time 

between the comings of Christ, in this time of now and not yet, when what we shall be has not 

yet appeared, yet we know our identity as children of God, we live in faith and trust. We know 

what we are, and we know what we shall be. We know we shall be like Jesus. The process that 

began at our baptism that will reach its fulfillment when Christ returns or calls us home will 

keep shaping us to be like Jesus.    

 

If the future were simply the sum of present trends, death is the end every time. But because 

Jesus is our past, present, and future, we are God’s children now.  

In some ways, we don’t yet know what we will be. What we will be has not yet been made 

known. But we do know part of what we will be, we have a glimpse of what we will be. Out on 



the horizons of the future, we know what we will be. We know that when Jesus appears, we 

shall be like him. We shall see him as he is.  

 

We don’t know what the future holds, but we know who holds the future. We know with all the 

saints who have looked to Christ, those who’ve gone before us in the faith, we see our crucified 

and risen Lord drawing near to meet us.  

 

We may not know what we will be. We don’t know all of the directions and detours that our 

journey through life will go through. We don’t know all the details of who we will be. But what 

we do know, the promise that we can trust in through all the chances and changes of life, is that 

we are children of God, loved by a Father who will never let us go.  

 

Creedal Hymn: “We All Believe in One True God” (on screen) 

 

Prayers of the Church  

 

Sharing Our Ministry 

 

Stewardship Message 

 

Offering & Voluntary  
  

Service of the Sacrament 

Call to Communion: 

P: Since in Christ Jesus all of us, no matter how unknown we may be to others, are saints 

through faith in Him,we gather together at His table and receive His last will and testament to 

us—His true body and blood for the forgiveness of sins. Let us then partake of the bread and 

wine, that is, His true body and blood, in full confidence that He is really here to bless us. We 

now join with angels and those in heaven in singing to God . . . 
 

Sanctus Hymn: “Holy, Holy, Holy” - Hymn #961 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

  

The Words of our Lord (Pastor) 

 

Hymn Before Communion: “Now the Silence” - Hymn #910 

 

Distribution Hymns 

 

   “Behold A Host, Arrayed in White” – Hymn #676 

 “For All the Saints” – Hymn #677, vs. 4-6 

  



Dismissal (Pastor) 

 

Hymn after Communion: “May God Bestow On Us His Grace” – Hymn #824 

 

Blessing (Pastor) 

      C: Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn: “For All the Saints”- Hymn #677, vs. 7-8 

 

Postlude 

  
  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


