December 24, 2022 5 PM

Family Christmas Service
*

Welcome to Memorial Lutheran Church! On this Holy Night, we hope that your worship
experience brings you great joy as the Holy Spirit fills this time, and our hearts, with the light of

Christ. God bless you this Christmas season!
*

Prelude
P: The Lord be with you,
C: and also with you.

Opening Hymn: “O Come, All Ye Faithful” — Hymn #379

Lesson 1 — The Promise of a Savior, Part One

God said to the devil, “I will put hatred between you and the woman. Your children and
her children will be enemies. Her son will crush your head. And you will crush His heel.
(Genesis 3:15)

God said to David, “Are you the one to build Me a house to live in? ... I tell you that I
Myself will set up a royal house for you. Your royal house and your kingdom will last forever
in My sight. Your throne will last forever.” (2 Samuel 7:11, 16)

“The LORD Himself will give you a miraculous sign. The virgin is going to have a baby.
She will give birth to a son. And He will be called Immanuel, which means, ‘God with us.’”
(Isaiah 7:14)

Hymn: “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” — Hymn #357,vs. 1 & 7

Lesson 2- The Promise of a Savior, Part Two

The people who are now living in darkness will see a great light. They are now living in a
very dark land. But a light will shine on them. A child will be born to us. A son will be given
to us. He will rule over us. And He will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Father
Who Lives Forever, the Prince Who Brings Peace.” (Isaiah 9:2, 6)

Jesse, the father of David, and his family is like a tree that has been cut down. A new little tree
will grow from its stump. From its roots a Branch will grow and produce fruit. The Spirit of
the LORD will rest on that Branch. (Isaiah 11:1, 2)

The LORD says, “Bethlehem, also called Ephrata, you might not be an important town in
the nation of Judah. But out of you will come a ruler over Israel for Me. His family line goes
back to the early days of your nation. It goes all the way back to the days of long ago. A child
will be born in your town who will be a ruler. He will shepherd My people Israel.” (Micah
5:2,3)

Hymn: “O Little Town of Bethlehem” — Hymn #361, vs. 1 & 4



Lesson 3 — The Angel Comes to Mary

In the sixth month, after Elizabeth had become pregnant, God sent the angel Gabriel to
Nazareth, a town in Galilee. He was sent to a virgin. The girl was engaged to a man named
Joseph. He came from the family line of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. The angel
greeted her and said, “The Lord has given you special favor. He is with you.” Mary was very
frightened because of his words. She wondered what kind of greeting this could be. But the
angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary. God is very pleased with you. You will become
pregnant and give birth to a son. You must name Him Jesus. He will be great and will be
called the Son of the Most High God. The Lord God will make Him a king like His father
David of long ago. He will rule over His people, who came from Jacob’s family. His kingdom
will never end.” “How can this happen?” Mary asked the angel. “I am a virgin.” The angel
answered, “The Holy Spirit will come to you. The power of the Most High God will cover
you. So the Holy One that is born will be called the Son of God. Your relative Elizabeth is old.
And even she is going to have a child. People thought she could not have children. But she has
been pregnant for six months now. Nothing is impossible with God.” “I serve the Lord,” Mary
answered. “May it happen to me just as you said it would.” Then the angel left her. (Luke
1:26-38)

Hymn: “Gentle Mary Laid Her Child” — Hymn #374

Lesson 4 — The Birth of Jesus

And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus that all
the world should be taxed. (And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of
Syria.) And all went to be taxed every one into his own city. And Joseph also went up from
Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, into the city of David, which is called
Bethlehem, (because he was of the house and lineage of David) to be taxed with Mary, his
espoused wife, being great with child. And so it was that while they were there, the days were
accomplished that she should be delivered. And she brought forth her firstborn Son and
wrapped Him in swaddling clothes and laid Him in a manger, because there was no room for
them in the inn. (Luke 2:1-7)

Children’s Message
Hymn: “Away in a Manger” — Hymn #364, vs. 1 - children; vs. 2 & 3 - everyone

Lesson S — Angels Appear to the Shepherds

And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the fields, keeping watch over
their flock by night. And lo, an angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord
shone round about them; and they were sore afraid. And the angel said to them, "Fear not: for
behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which shall be to all people. For unto you is born
this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign to
you: You shall find the Babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger." And suddenly
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying: "Glory to



God in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill toward men!"
(Luke 2:8-14)

Hymn: “Angels We Have Heard on High” — Hymn #368

Lesson 6 — The Shepherds Go to Bethlehem

And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds
said one to another, "Let us now go even to Bethlehem and see this thing which has come to
pass, which the Lord has made known to us." And they came with haste and found Mary and
Joseph and the Babe lying in a manger. And when they had seen it, they made known abroad
the saying, which was told them concerning this Child. And all those who heard it wondered
at those things, which were told them by the shepherds. But Mary kept all these things and
pondered them in her heart. (Luke 2:15-20)

Hymn: “Go Tell It on the Mountain” — Hymn #388

Lesson 7 — The Wise Men Come

Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea. This happened while Herod was King of Judea.
After Jesus’ birth, Wise Men from the east came to Jerusalem. They asked, “Where is the child
who has been born to be king of the Jews? When we were in the east, we saw His star. Now
we have come to worship Him.” When Herod heard about it, he was very upset. Everyone in
Jerusalem was troubled too. So Herod called together all the chief priests of the people. He
also called the teachers of the law. He asked them where the Christ was going to be born. “In
Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,” they replied. “This is what the prophet has written. He said,
‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are certainly not the least important among the
towns of Judah. A ruler will come out of you. He will be the shepherd of My people Israel.””
Then Herod called for the Wise Men secretly. He found out from them exactly when the star
had appeared. He sent them to Bethlehem. He said, “Go! Make a careful search for the child.
As soon as you find Him, bring me a report. Then I can go and worship Him too.” After the
Wise Men had listened to the king, they went on their way. The star they had seen when they
were to the east went ahead of them. It finally stopped over the place where the child was.
When they saw the star, they were filled with joy. The Wise Men went to the house. There
they saw the child with His mother Mary. They bowed down and worshiped Him. Then they
opened their treasures. They gave Him gold, frankincense, and myrrh. But God warned them

in a dream not to go back to Herod. So they returned to their country on a different road.
(Matthew 2:1-12)

Hymn: “As With Gladness Men of Old” — Hymn #397, vs. 1-3

Prayers

P: Dear heavenly Father, we thank You that when it was midnight and everything was still,
You sent Your Son from Your royal throne to be born a human child.
C: We thank You, Lord.



P: We thank You that Your Son has come to be the light of the world, to shine in a world
darkened by sin, and to show us the way to everlasting life.

: We thank You, Lord.
Grant that we who celebrate Christmas on earth may one day come to the
fullness of Your Christmas joy with the angels in heaven.

: Hear us, Lord.
Be with us now as we still live in this world of suffering. Move us to share Your light to
other people in this dark world.

: Hear us, Lord.
Protect those who travel this Christmas season. Bless those who are far away in the
armed services protecting us. Strengthen those, like our friend Kebede and his family in
Ethiopia, who serve You in other lands, and bring Your light to those who do not know
Jesus as their Savior.

C: Hear us, Lord.

P: We ask all of this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
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The Lord’s Prayer

Lighting of Candles: “Silent Night” — Hymn #363

Blessing
(Pastor)
C: Amen.
Closing Hymn: “Joy to the World” — Hymn #387

Postlude



