
Order of Worship for March 5, 2023 

 

Prelude 

P: The Lord be with you, 

C: and also with you. 

 

Opening Hymn:  “Jesus Lead Thou On” - Hymn #718 

 

Confession and Forgiveness p. 151 

 

Service of the Word 

Entrance Psalm:  

P: He remembers His covenant forever, 

C: the word that He commanded, for a thousand generations. 

P: Seek the LORD and His strength; 

C: seek His presence continually! 

P: Remember the wondrous works that He has done, 

C: His miracles, and the judgments He uttered, 

P: O offspring of Abraham, His servant, 

C: children of Jacob, His chosen ones! 

P: He is the LORD our God; 

C: His judgments are in all the earth. 

ALL: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the  

          beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

P: He remembers His covenant forever, 

C: the word that He commanded, for a thousand generations 

 

Kyrie (Lord, Have Mercy)  p. 152-3 

 

Salutation p. 156  

 

Prayer of the Day  

      P: O God, You see that of ourselves we have no strength. By Your mighty power defend us 

from all adversities that may happen to the body and from all evil thoughts that may assault and 

hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

     C: Amen 

 

Hymn of Praise: “Praise to the Lord” - Hymn #790 

 

Old Testament Lesson: Genesis 12:1-9  

     R: The LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s 

house to the land that I will show you. And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless 

you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, 



and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be 

blessed.” 

 So Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-

five years old when he departed from Haran. And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his 

brother’s son, and all their possessions that they had gathered, and the people that they had 

acquired in Haran, and they set out to go to the land of Canaan. When they came to the land of 

Canaan, Abram passed through the land to the place at Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At that 

time the Canaanites were in the land. Then the LORD appeared to Abram and said, “To your 

offspring I will give this land.” So he built there an altar to the LORD, who had appeared to 

him. From there he moved to the hill country on the east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with 

Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. And there he built an altar to the LORD and called upon 

the name of the LORD. And Abram journeyed on, still going toward the Negeb.      

     R: This is the Word of the Lord 

     C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle Lesson: Romans 4:1–8, 13–17 

     R: What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh? 

For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. 

For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as 

righteousness.” Now to the one who works, his wages are not counted as a gift but as his due. 

And to the one who does not work but trusts Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted 

as righteousness, just as David also speaks of the blessing of the one to whom God counts 

righteousness apart from works: 

 

“Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, 

 and whose sins are covered; 

blessed is the man against whom the Lord will not count his sin.” . . . 

 

 For the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the world did not 

come through the law but through the righteousness of faith. For if it is the adherents of the law 

who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. For the law brings wrath, but where 

there is no law there is no transgression. 

 

 That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be 

guaranteed to all his offspring—not only to the adherent of the law but also to the one who 

shares the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all, as it is written, “I have made you the 

father of many nations”—in the presence of the God in whom Abraham believed, who gives life 

to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist.       

      R: This is the Word of the Lord. 

      C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Holy Gospel: John 3:1-17 

      P: The Holy Gospel According to St. John the 3
rd

 chapter 

      C: Glory to You, O Lord (sung) 



       

      P: Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. This man 

came to Jesus by night and said to Him, “Rabbi, we know that You are a teacher come from 

God, for no one can do these signs that You do unless God is with him.” Jesus answered him, 

“Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of 

God.” Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second 

time into his mother’s womb and be born?” Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless 

one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. That which is born of 

the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not marvel that I said to you, 

‘You must be born again.’ The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do 

not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the 

Spirit.” 

Nicodemus said to Him, “How can these things be?” Jesus answered him, “Are you the 

teacher of Israel and yet you do not understand these things? Truly, truly, I say to you, We 

speak of what We know, and bear witness to what We have seen, but you do not receive Our 

testimony. If I have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell 

you heavenly things? No one has ascended into heaven except He who descended from heaven, 

the Son of Man. And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man 

be lifted up, that whoever believes in Him may have eternal life. 

“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him 

should not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn 

the world, but in order that the world might be saved through Him.” 

      P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

      C: Praise to You, O Christ.  (Sung) 

 

Sermon Hymn: “The God of Abraham Praise” - Hymn #798 vs. 1-5 

 

Sermon:  “Why Should We Do It?" - Genesis 12:1-9 

James Russell is a psychologist who has stated that all human activity is prompted by 

desire. He speaks against those that say it is possible to resist desire in the interests of duty and 

moral principle, because duty has no hold on someone unless he desires to be dutiful. He states 

that a human differs from other animals in one very important respect, and that is that he has 

some desires which are, so to speak, infinite, which can never be fully gratified, and which 

would keep him restless even in Paradise. The boa constrictor, when he has had an adequate 

meal, goes to sleep, and does not wake until he needs another meal. Human beings, for the most 

part, are not like this. The four desires Russell lists are acquisitiveness, rivalry, vanity, and love 

of power.  

  Acquisitiveness is the wish to accumulate as many things as possible.  This often comes 

as a reaction to the fear of having little. Rockefeller grew up in poverty, so sought in life to gain 

as much wealth as possible. No matter how much you acquire, the desire is never satisfied. 

That is bad, but worse is rivalry. A great many men will cheerfully face impoverishment 

if they can thereby secure complete ruin for their rivals. Some see this as the cause of our 



present state of taxation. 

But rivalry can be upstaged by vanity.  Russell writes in lieu of social media:  

Vanity is a motive of immense potency. Anyone who has much to do with children 

knows how they are constantly performing some antic and saying “Look at me.” “Look at 

me” is one of the most fundamental desires of the human heart. It can take innumerable 

forms, from buffoonery to the pursuit of posthumous fame.  

But the most potent of the four impulses, Russell argues, is the love of power. Power, like 

vanity, is insatiable.  Like the expression says, “Power corrupts, but absolute power corrupts 

absolutely.” 

What moves us to do what we do?  Is it those desires or gaining things, rivalry with other, 

vanity, and the love of power?  Aren’t we supposed to be motivated by love? 

What moved Abraham to do what he did so many years ago? Why did he leave his 

homeland to go live in a foreign land he never has visited? Was he doing it to gain more?  He 

was rich enough to have a large herd of animals and servants, but did he want more?  God 

promised that his descendants inherit the land of Canaan, the land where God led him. But he 

had no contrast, no way of assuring that he could gain any of it.  In fact when he died Abraham 

only owned a cave he bought from the Hittites to bury his wife Sarah. 

Did Abraham go for the sake of rivalry?  When he got to the new land, he allowed his 

nephew Lot to live in the most fertile area.  In fact by going to this new land he was getting 

away from potential rivals in his homeland. 

Did Abraham do it for the sake of vanity?  After all, God promised that he would be the 

father of a great nation.   But that couldn’t happen unless he became a father. His wife Sarai was 

not able to have children, and when Abraham got her servant Hagar pregnant to serve as a 

substitute, God used rivalry between Sarah and Hagar to have Hagar and her son Ishmael forced 

away. 

Did Abraham do it for the pursuit of power?  We have to understand what Abraham did 

with the power he had.  In the world he lived in, as it still is in many ways today in that part of 

the world, the idea of patronage is so important.  You don’t get a job just because a company 

uses statistical analysis on you; you have to be related to someone.  This may smack of 

cronyism to us, but in this way people were taken care of. Women were placed under the care of 

men who had the means to help them. In the story of Ruth her mother-in-law Naomi begs her to 

return to her homeland of Moab because she has a chance of receiving such patronage from her 

people, but little chance in Naomi’s homeland of Israel. In the story of Naboth’s vineyard King 

Ahab desires the vineyard, but Naboth refuses to sell it.  It was not that Ahab was not willing to 

pay top dollar for it.  It was that Naboth would be not continuing on the family ownership of the 

land.  For Abraham to leave his homeland was to cut himself off from so much potential power. 

He would not have his relatives around.  He would also be leaving the place where his ancestors 



were buried.   

So why did Abraham leave his homeland?  As we ask that, we should think of what 

motivates us.  The main reason why students go to college is to land a good paying job, a job 

that allows us to acquire things. Young workers work hard to get things like new cars and their 

own houses.  Later we want to have the ability to live our years in comfort. That can lead us in 

life to rivalry as we compete with “the Jones’s” next door, vanity as we desire credit for what 

we do or try to get it through our children, and finally the desire for power so that things go our 

way in life.  How cynical that can seem! Yet, that is what led Adam and Eve to eat that 

forbidden fruit.  It is what leads us to do so much of what we do. 

But Abraham left his homeland.  Why?  Because he was given something from God that 

is not a desire to accumulate, to win a rivalry, to center on “me,” or gain power.  God gave 

Abraham faith.  “Abraham believed in God.”  All those desires come back to “me.”  But faith is 

directed to God, not “me.”  Why?  Because faith is not something that comes from us, 

something we choose, make a decision about, think up, or invent.  It is God’s gift to us. Jesus 

said in our Gospel lesson, “Unless a man is born again, he cannot enter the Kingdom of God.”  

Birth is not something we do, but something done to us.  Likewise in baptism we are born again 

to a new live.  We receive faith, which lifts us out of the trap of “me” to center instead on God. 

Abraham was given the faith to look to something beyond his desires.  He trusted that 

God would bless him and his family, not because it was the logical decision.  The logical choice 

would have been to not leave his homeland.  Abraham trusted simply because God said so. 

Faith is what makes us willing to leave behind other things to follow God. That does not 

mean like Abraham we have to move to another place.  But it could mean giving up an activity 

because we need that time to spend taking care of the family God has given us.  It may mean 

taking a less paying job because another job may force us to do things we think are unethical.  It 

may mean having tension with a roommate because we decide to get up on a Sunday and go to 

church.  It may mean going through a pregnancy because we do not see abortion as an option.  

It may mean getting out of a relationship because it tempts us to do wrong.  It may mean giving 

up some of the time we want to do what we like to do to help someone else.  We do it not to 

fulfill the impulses of acquisitiveness, rivalry, vanity, and the love of power.  We do it because 

God has given us the faith of Abraham. 

Abraham believed in God’s promise of a great nation controlling the land of Canaan, 

modern day Israel.  God has given us an even clearer view of that promise in His Son Christ 

Jesus. Why do we follow Him?  Because we have faith. No, we haven’t reached that “land,” but 

we can trust in it even as we stand by the bed of a loved who is about to die, as we get the bad 

news from the doctor, when the shock of tragic news hits us.  In faith we follow Jesus to the 

promised land. 

  

Nicene Creed: 

 



Prayer of the Church: 

P: Lord in Your mercy . . . 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

Sharing Our Ministry: 

 

Offering/Voluntary: 

  

Offertory: “What Shall I Render to the Lord?”  p. 159 

 

Service of the Sacrament 

Preface p. 160 

 

Sanctus (Holy, Holy Holy) and Prayer of Thanksgiving p. 161 

 

Lord’s Prayer and The Words of Our Lord p. 162 

 

Pax Domini (Peace of the Lord) and Agnus Dei (Lamb of God) p. 163 

 

Distribution of Holy Communion:   

 

Communion Hymns:  “Jesus, Priceless Treasure” - Hymn #743 

  “God Loved the World So That He Gave - Hymn #571 vs 1-5 

 

Song After Communion:  “Lord, Bid Your Servant Go in Peace” – Hymn #937 

 

Prayer After Communion: 

 P: Almighty God, You sent Your only Son as the Word of life for our eyes to see and our 

ears to hear. Help us to believe with joy what the Scriptures proclaim, through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord. 

 C: Amen. 

 

Blessing: p. 166 

 

Closing Hymn: “Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer” - Hymn #918 

 

Postlude: 

 

 

 

 

 


