TRUE ACCEPTANCE
Matthew 15:21-28

Reports show that younger people are less likely to get driver’s licenses than they were
in the past. This may not be extensive in lowa where towns are spread out and there is not a lot
of public transportation. But in metropolitan areas it is true. Some state this may be a result of
these young people choosing to be environmentally conscious and reduce the carbon footprint
left by everyone having a car.

However, there is another reason. Young people are not as anxious to “get out of the
house” and be on their own. Getting a driver’s license and a car was a ticket to get away from
mom and dad and be with friends. College was a chance to get on your own. And there was
more desire to leave a place like calm lowa and get to somewhere more exciting like California.

Today, you don’t need to “get out of the house” to be with friends. You can interact with
them online. You don’t need to go to a theater to see a movie or a park to play games. You are
less likely to be sharing a room with a sibling, and you are not stuck watching what mom and
dad have on the TV. So why have a car when you have all you need at home.

People see a lot of young people that way. They see going to college not as a way to get
away from home, but a part of what is called “delayed adolescence,” or “emerging adulthood.”
Traditionally we think of people having 8 stages in life: infancy (birth to 18 months), early
childhood (18 months to 3 years), play age (3 to 5 years), school age (6 to 12 years),
adolescence (12 to 18 years), young adulthood (18 to 35 years), middle adulthood (35 to 55 or
65 years), and late adulthood (55 or 65 to death). They add to this “emerging adulthood” from
18 to whatever in the 20’s. And you now have the new concepts of “adulating” when you
practice in your 20’s what people were totally into by the time they left home.

The result of this is this kind of attitude about “emerging adults:”

It used to be, too, that adolescents couldn't wait to grow up, to take on the mantle
of adult life. Now, it seems they are in no hurry to move out of childhood - ever.
When you hear that "boys™ of 30 are still playing video games just like any 15-
year-old, you wonder what 40 is going to look like for them.

Young men are particularly singled out for this because as men they don’t have the limits age
gives to women about being mothers. Men can be much older than woman and still be
“marketable” for marriage and raising a family.

The woman that approached Jesus would have been a part of a lot of criticism in her day.
Matthew tells us she was “Canaanite.” Mark tells us she was “Syro-Phoenician.” Either way
she was bad news for a Jew. In the Old Testament the Canaanites worship pagan idols and
sacrifice little children and young women to those gods. God had told the people of Israel to



wipe out that pagan worship, but time and again the people of Israel got caught up in it. And it
was a Phoenician princess, Jezebel, who caused so much trouble in Israel when she married
Ahab king of Israel and introduced a particularly evil form of the worship of the god Baal to
Israel. God allowed Israel to be punished for this by allowing many countries to invade their
land and conquer them. Finally the people of Israel, who were later known as Jews, learned to
avoid all paganism. This included having nothing to do with pagans like this woman.

We know the story from here. Jesus accepts this woman by healing her daughter. Even
more than the physical health of her daughter, Jesus says, “Woman, your faith is great.” She
went away with a living relationship with God through Christ Jesus.

Young people today can feel with the church like that woman. Many in the church view
your generation as lazy, entitled, spoiled, and focused on yourselves. And they see so many
young people leave the church. Many of you come from churches in which most of the people
have graying heads. So now that you are in college, you don’t have to face that situation
anymore. You can hang around other people who don’t judge you as being different or lazy or
spoiled.

But what about Jesus? We hear that Jesus was accepting, that He didn’t judge others, that
He just loved. However that is not the Jesus we read about in Scripture. He doesn’t give us the
luxury of being with Him and not being with his Church. No, you don’t have to go to a fancy
building on Sundays to be with the Church. But you have to be with other followers of Jesus.
There needs to be time in our lives when we are where Jesus says He will be—in His Word, in
our Baptisms, in the Lord’s Supper, and with His people. That probably doesn’t happen when
we are playing video games or studying for homework or watching videos or going out with
friends.

Jesus accepted that Canaanite woman. But why did she come to Him? When she first
gives her request to Jesus, he says, “I have come only for the lost sheep of Israel.” Then He
says, “It is wrong to take the children’s bread and throw it to their dogs.” Jesus is not rejecting
this woman. He is testing her faith. He is confirming two things about her—that she is a “dog”
in terms of her worthiness to God and that He will still accept her as a loving God who gives us
the faith to trust Him. This woman comes to Jesus because she realizes there is nowhere else to
turn. As a person possessed by a demon, her daughter is in desperate shape. Only God can free
her daughter of that demon. That helplessness is what makes her look to God for help. And
that God turns her to see Him in Christ Jesus.

If we see Jesus as a nice guy who didn’t get caught up in all the prejudices of His time
and wants us to accept everyone, then we aren’t seeing Him like that woman. The God who
promises to punish sinners is not a “nice guy.” Jesus spoke about hell more than any else in the
Bible. He used the word “woe” many times. We need to realize like that woman that we are in
desperate shape and we can do nothing about it. Then Jesus is not just someone who is “nice.”
Then He is our only hope. We then want to go to Him like that woman and beg, not because He



wants to see us grope, but only then do we set aside those things that get in the way. Then we
can be truly embraced by our Savior, Christ Jesus.

So much of the “acceptance” emphasized in our culture is really about “me.” If everyone
is supposed to accept each other, then I don’t have to worry about my faults. | can just ignore
them. We can act like we are accepting, but it is only on the outside.

But Jesus accepts not by ignoring our faults, but by forgiving them. We don’t have to
pretend our problems don’t exist. We can come to Jesus openly, but for him to ignore what is
wrong with us, but to nail it to the cross where He died for us.

Then it doesn’t matter whether we are Jew or Canaanite, senior citizen, middle adult or
“emerging adult.” When we come to Jesus like that woman did, then Jesus means everything to
us. Then we want to be where Jesus is—with his people. That doesn’t mean you have to be
here in this church or doing it on a Sunday. But it means that you meet with other people
because they are Christians and you do it regularly, not just one in a while. That is real
acceptance!



