
Order of Worship for August 11, 2024 

 

Prelude: 

 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

 

Opening Hymn: “Joyful Joyful, We Adore Thee” - Hymn 803 

 

 P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 C: Amen. 

 

 P: We hear the story of Paul and the shipwreck: 

 

1
st
 Lesson: The Prisoner Who Freed Others 

 

 R: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 C: Thanks be to God.  

 

Prayer: 

P: Eternal Father, as You rescued Paul and his shipmates from the shipwreck deliver us 

from the dangers on the high seas of life, so that we can serve You daily through our love to 

others as we have been loved by You through our Lord, Jesus Christ, who lives and rules with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 

 

Psalmody: 2 Timothy 2:11-13 

 P:
  
The saying is trustworthy, for: if we have died with Him,  

C: we will also live with Him; 
 
P: if we endure,  

C: we will also reign with Him; 
P: if we deny Him,  

C: He also will deny us; 

P: if we are faithless, 

C: He remains faithful— 

ALL: for He cannot deny Himself. Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the 

Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

 

Hymn: “Jesus Savior, Pilate Me”- Hymn #715 

    

2
nd

 Lesson: Mark 16:9-20 

 R: Now when Jesus rose early on the first day of the week, He appeared first to Mary 

Magdalene, from whom He had cast out seven demons. She went and told those who had been 



with Him, as they mourned and wept. 
 
But when they heard that He was alive and had been seen 

by her, they would not believe it. 

 After these things Jesus appeared in another form to two of them, as they were walking 

into the country. And they went back and told the rest, but they did not believe them. 

Afterward He appeared to the eleven themselves as they were reclining at table, and He 

rebuked them for their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they had not believed those who 

saw Him after He had risen. 
 
And He said to them, “Go into all the world and proclaim the 

gospel to the whole creation. 
 
Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does 

not believe will be condemned. And these signs will accompany those who believe: in My name 

they will cast out demons; they will speak in new tongues; they will pick up serpents with their 

hands; and if they drink any deadly poison, it will not hurt them; they will lay their hands on the 

sick, and they will recover.” 

So then the Lord Jesus, after He had spoken to them, was taken up into heaven and sat 

down at the right hand of God. 
 
And they went out and preached everywhere, while the Lord 

worked with them and confirmed the message by accompanying signs. 

 R: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Children’s Message: 

 

Sermon Hymn: “Eternal Father Strong to Save” - Hymn 717 

 

Sermon: “Paul and the Shipwreck”- Acts 27-8 

 

Things that make big news can go crash in no time.  The rock group “Pearl Jam” came 

out this year with a long awaited new album.  It sold great the first week, then tanked. Kristi 

Noem was seen as a leading candidate for Vice-President; then in a week’s time, she lost all 

credibility. As Iowa State fans we know that any successes our teams have are so often short 

lived.  The Olympic stars now will be forgotten once football starts. 

 

 In the story of Paul’s shipwreck we hear about some amazing things that happened to 

him, things that we don’t seem to hear among us Christians today.  

 

 Paul was on a ship headed from modern day Turkey to Rome, Italy. Even today sailing 

ships are warned to avoid sailing in winter on the Mediterranean Sea.  A strong wind called 

“Boreus” (from the Greek word for “north”) can come out and make great storms.  When you 

sailed the Mediterranean you followed the prevailing current, which meant to go west as Paul 

was, you traveled the north end of the sea.  The winds apparently came early that season driving 

the ship south, off course. Then when things got worse, Paul warned them to stay on the ship.  

Paul was a tentmaker.  What did he know about sailing?  As they got near a rocky coast, it 

would make sense to get into boats they could row to get away from being drowned on a ship 

thrown against rocks. But Paul insisted they stay on the ship, which ran aground.  All were able 



to fight through the surf to get to dry ground. This happened because Paul was told to do this by 

God. 

  

 Then when they got ashore, Paul was bitten by a snake.  Traditionally Paul was 

shipwrecked on Malta, but there are no poisonous snakes on Malta.  Perhaps there were back 

then.  But many scholars think that they actually landed on the small island of Melita in the 

Adriatic Sea which has the horned viper, Vipera ammodytes, which is highly poisonous.  Not 

only did it bite Paul, it hung on to him a while giving him a full dose of venom.  Yet, nothing 

happened to Paul. This was amazing to everyone. 

 Later additions to the Gospel of Mark have Jesus saying after Easter: 

And these signs will accompany those who believe: In My name they will drive 

out demons; they will speak in new tongues; they will pick up snakes with their 

hands; and when they drink deadly poison, it will not hurt them at all; they will 

place their hands on sick people, and they will get well.    

We see the Christians in the book of Acts doing all these special things—Peter and John 

healing a crippled man in the temple. Paul chasing demons out of the sons of Sceva, Philip 

healing people in Samaria.  Why can’t we do that today?   Wouldn’t it be so much easier to 

share the Gospel if we could do amazing things like that?  Think of all the press coverage with 

our instant and international new media.  Think of how it would spread over social media. 

One way to deal with that is to say our problem today is that we lack the faith of someone 

like Paul.  If we had that faith we too could be bit by venomous snakes and not be affected.  

When we did student spring break service projects in West Virginia, we were driven by rustic 

church buildings that our hosts said were sites of “snake handlers,” people who take those 

words from the addition to Mark’s Gospel and handle Eastern diamondbacks. 

Another way to deal with it in our modern world is to say that those were embellishments 

of people who didn’t know what really happened or exaggerated it.  We heard last month about 

how the angel of death killed 185,000 Assyrian soldiers who were threatening Jerusalem.  Many 

today would say that is an exaggeration because ancient armies were not that big—they didn’t 

have the logistics to handle that many soldiers. 

But either way we are missing what happened in all those situations like when Peter and 

John healed the lame man in the temple, when Paul drove out the demon of that girl in Philippi, 

when Stephen in death saw Jesus in heaven.  These were signs just like when Jesus did 

miracles.  Though they did help people in need, their importance was to show that what they 

said was the Word of God.  When a pastor preaches on Sunday or when we read something in a 

devotion, or discuss something in Bible study, then whatever is true about that is supported by 

Scriptures.  But when Jesus and the apostles spoke—and the prophets before them did—they 

were giving the content to the Scriptures.  They didn’t need Scripture to back them up because 

what they shared was directly from God. 



So we do not have to see those same “signs” today because we have the complete Word 

of God in Scriptures.  People before the New Testament had to wait for more to be revealed, as 

it was through the writers of the Gospels of Jesus and the apostles who wrote the rest of the 

New Testament.  But now that we have it, there is nothing to be added.  We have in Scriptures 

all we need to have a living relationship with God in Christ Jesus. 

That may sound a lot less “newsworthy” than handling snakes or driving our demons, or 

healing the sick as the apostles did.  But even the “signs” that Jesus did were not enough to 

convince people.  Of all the “signs” of Jesus, nothing was greater than His resurrection. Yet, His 

enemies, who clearly knew He had risen, still denied it.  The “sign” wasn’t enough.  They had 

not received faith through God’s Word, that way the Holy Spirit works new life in us to believe. 

What is “newsworthy” comes and goes.  Our news was dominated by the fighting in 

Gaza, then switched to the concerns about President Biden after the debate.  While we hear 

about people dying in Ukraine and Gaza, nothing is heard about those dying in Yemen or the 

Congo. We are reminded of the horrible history of slavery in our country, but hear little about 

how there are more slaves in the world today than before the Civil War. The “signs” might 

make big news one day, and then they would be forgotten. 

God instead works slowly and surely through His Word.  So many of Jesus’ parables 

involve agriculture—the gradual growth of plants.  That is how God’s Kingdom grows in this 

world. Because Jesus came not to break the internet, but to give eternal life.  His ministry was a 

marathon, not a sprint, a long sustained drive, not a long bomb instant touchdown. 

We see that in Paul who shook off that viper into the fire and went about what he was 

doing.  What God did for him gave him credibility as he wrote so much of the New Testament, 

so much that inspires and sustains us as Christians.  And Paul especially needed that as the 

apostle who had been a persecutor of the Church.  But what kept Paul going was not those 

signs, but the Word of God—that word from the Old Testament that he knew from his 

upbringing and that he had properly focused on by the appearance of Jesus, the Word of God, to 

him.  According to tradition as a Roman citizen Paul had the right to die rather painlessly 

through beheading rather than crucifixion like Peter.  But I can assure you as he bent over for 

that what was on his mind was not the memory of shaking off a snake or driving out demons 

but the Scriptures, the Words he had learned as a youth, just as people today face death singing 

a hymn or repeating a Bible verse they learned as children—the Word of God. 

God can miraculously heal us from cancer, strike down our enemies, and spare us from 

an accident.  But He even works continually in our lives leading us through His Word to trust in 

Him, the Word which is nothing less than Jesus Christ.  Then we can be sustained to the end in 

eternal life with God. 

 God created the world by His Word. It is by the same Word that He promised a Savior.  

That Savior, Christ Jesus, is the Word of God. That is all we need.  As Isaiah wrote, “The grass 

withers, the flower fails, but the Word of God remains forever.” 



 

Creed: 6
th
 and 7

th
 Petitions of the Lord’s Prayer 

 

Prayer: Prayer on Deliverance 

 

P: “Surely He will deliver you from the fowler’s snare and from the deadly pestilence.” (Psalm 

91:3) 

C: “I sought the LORD, and He answered me; He delivered me from all my fears.” (Psalm 

34:4) 

 

P: “The righteous cry out, and the LORD hears them; He delivers them from all their troubles.”  

(Psalm 34:17) 

C: “The righteous person may have many troubles, but the LORD delivers him from them 

all.” (Psalm 34:19) 

 

P: “’Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you and will rescue you,’ declares the LORD.” 

(Jeremiah 1:8) 

C: “The Lord knows how to rescue the godly from trials and to hold the unrighteous for 

punishment on the day of judgment.” (2 Peter 2:9) 

 

P: “God swore an oath to our father Abraham: 
 
to rescue us from the hand of our enemies, and 

to enable us to serve Him without fear.” (Luke 1:74) 

C: “Christ delivered Himself up for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, 

according to the will of our God and Father.” (Galatians 1:4) 

 

P: “Since the children have flesh and blood, Jesus too shared in their humanity so that by His 

death He might break the power of him who holds the power of death—that is, the devil— 
  

C: and deliver those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death.” 
(Hebrews 2:15) 

 

P: “No temptation
 
has overtaken you except what is common to mankind. And God is faithful; 

He will not let you be tempted
 
beyond what you can bear.  

C: But when you are tempted,
 
He will also provide a way out so that you can endure it.” (1 

Corinthians 10:13) 

 
 
P: “What a wretched man I am! Who will deliver me from this body that is subject to death? 

  

C: Thanks be to God, who delivers me through Jesus Christ our Lord!” (Romans 7:24-25) 

 

P: “For God has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of 

the Son He loves.” (Colossians 1:13) 

C: “We wait for God’s Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead—Jesus, who 

rescues us from the coming wrath.” (1 Thessalonians 1:10) 

 

(other prayers) 



 

ALL: Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil!” Amen. 

 

 

Hymn of Praise: “Praise to You and Adoration” - Hymn #692 

 

The Lord’s Prayer: 

 

Closing Prayer: 

 P: We thank You, Lord God, for the work Your Holy Spirit did with signs and wonders 

given to our Lord Jesus, the prophets, and the apostles to show that they spoke Your true Word 

and that their teaching found in Scriptures is Your Word to us, through the same Holy Spirit and 

Christ Jesus who live and rule with You, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

Blessing: (pastor) 

 C: Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn: “Jesus, Lead Thou on” - Hymn #718 


