Order of Worship for December 22, 2024

Prelude
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

Opening Hymn: “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates” - Hymn # 340
Confession and Forgiveness: pg. 184
Service of the Word

Entrance Psalm:
My soul magnifies the Lord,

: and my spirit rejoices in God, my Savior.
My mouth derides my enemies,

- because | rejoice in Your salvation.
There is none holy like the LORD;

: there is none besides You; there is no rock like our God.
The LORD kills and brings to life;

: He brings down and raises up.
The LORD makes poor and makes rich;

: He brings low and He exalts.
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Gloria Patri (Glory Be to the Father) pg. 186
Kyrie (Lord, Have Mercy) pg. 186
Salutation: pg. 189

Prayer of the Day
P: Let us pray...Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the
sins which weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: (sung) Amen

Hymn of Praise: “O Sing of Christ” - Hymn # 362

Old Testament Reading: Micah 5:2-5a

R: But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, from
you shall come forth for Me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is from of old,
from ancient days.

Therefore He shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has given birth;
then the rest of His brothers shall return to the people of Israel. And He shall stand and



shepherd His flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD His
God. And they shall dwell secure, for now He shall be great to the ends of the earth. And He
shall be their peace.

R: This is the Word of the Lord

C: Thanks be to God.

Epistle: Hebrews 10:5-10

R: Consequently, when Christ came into the world, He said, “Sacrifices and offerings You
have not desired, but a body have You prepared for Me; in burnt offerings and sin offerings
You have taken no pleasure.

Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come to do Your will, O God, as it is written of me in the scroll of
the book.””

When He said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and
offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to the law), then He
added, “Behold, I have come to do Your will.” He does away with the first in order to establish
the second. And by that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus
Christ once for all.

R: This is the Word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

Alleluia and Verse: pg. 190 (1* version)

Holy Gospel: Luke 1:39-45
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 1% chapter
C: (sung) Glory to You, O Lord
P: In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a town in Judah,
and she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. And when Elizabeth heard the
greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit,
and she exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of
your womb! And why is this granted to me that the mother of my Lord should come to me? For
behold, when the sound of your greeting came to my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy.
And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her
from the Lord.”
P: This is the Gospel of our Lord
C: (sung) Praise to You, O Christ.

Creed: Second Article of Creed and Explanation:
Sermon Hymn: “By All Your Saints in Warfare” - Hymn # 517, vs. 1, 14, 3
Sermon: “Joseph” - Matthew 1:18-25

Joseph—nhe is often the forgotten part of the Christmas story. After all, he was not the
parent. Mary was the mother of Jesus. God is the Father, as the Holy Spirit brought about the



conception of the Son of God in Mary. But if we look at this movie clip from The Christmas
Story we see how crucial Joseph’s role was.

Mary could not take care of Jesus on her own. Women couldn’t get a job, run a business,
or own property. They were dependent on a male relative. What’s more Joseph would have
every right to claim that Mary had committed adultery since she was engaged to Him and had
gotten pregnant with someone else. We see how good a guy Joseph was, one who loved Mary
so he was willing to release her from the engagement so she could legally marry the real father.

But there was no human father. Even if Mary could be supported by her family, she and
her child would live in shame. And how would Jesus have been born in Bethlehem as our Old
Testament lesson from Micah prophesied?

Then Joseph took an incredible risk. He took Mary as his own wife and acted as if Jesus
was his own son. That not only meant taking care of a child that was not his, but not really
being able to be a husband to Mary until after the child was born. People would be able to count
the months. Nazareth was a far smaller town than any in even rural lowa in that everyone knew
everyone else’s business.

There was more. Joseph would have gone to Bethlehem for the census even if he didn’t
take Mary. But his life would not be at risk because Herod would not have been looking for a
“new king,” whom he feared would take his place. Joseph would not have had to become a
refugee who fled to Egypt to protect Jesus. He would not after returning to Bethlehem after
Herod’s death had to flee back to Nazareth in fear of Herod’s son, Archilaeus. He could have
avoided all that hassle, all the responsibilities of taking care of a boy who was not his own. He
could not have had to search three days in panic throughout Jerusalem that Passover to look for
Jesus. All that could have been avoided if He hadn’t listened to God.

Then what happens to Joseph? He and Mary had other children who are mentioned in the
Gospel. Two of them, James and Jude, wrote letters in the Bible where they introduce
themselves as “the brother of our Lord.” But when Mary and her other children appear in the
Gospels as Jesus began His ministry, no mention is made of Joseph. Mary is there when Jesus
died and is part of the early Christians who sees Jesus after He rose from the dead. But there is
no mention of Joseph. He is dead. That is why Jesus from the cross had His disciples John take
care of Mary. She is a widow. Her son can no longer take care of her. This means that Joseph
never saw Jesus in His public ministry. He never heard of His miracles, the crowds who
followed Jesus, the events in Jerusalem on Palm Sunday and Good Friday and Easter. Jesus told
His disciples, “Many prophets and righteous men longed to see what you seem but did not see
it, and to hear what you hear, but did not hear it.” Mary got to see and experience that. She died
knowing for sure that Jesus was the real Messiah, the fulfillment of God’s promise. But Joseph
died before all of that. All he had was God’s promise, God’s Word.

Our lives can seem a lot more like Joseph’s than Mary’s. We don’t see God’s plan
worked out so carefully in our lives. We go to work, raise our families, pay our bills and taxes,



and fight illness. We don’t see Jesus doing miracles, preaching like no one else, rising from the
dead. All we have is God’s Word, His promises. “Your sins are forgiven.” “Baptized into the
Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.” “This is My body given for you.
This is the new testament in My blood shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.” “Whoever
believes in Me has eternal life.” “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me,
though he die, yet shall he live. And he who lives and believes in Me shall never die.” We don’t
see Jesus alive, risen from the dead. Like Joseph we pass our days with just trust in His Word.

Yet look what happened because Joseph did trust. All he got to see was Jesus impressing
the scholars in the temple when He was 12. But because He obeyed God, Jesus grew up to be
the Savior of the world. No, God didn’t have to have Joseph. He could have found any number
of other ways to care for Mary and Jesus, but He chose Joseph. Because of Joseph Mary’s life
was spared from shame and even death from accusations of adultery. Someone was there to
provide for Mary and Jesus. Mary got to Bethlehem so Jesus could be born there to fulfill the
Scripture. Jesus would be seen as a direct descendant through Joseph of David. Joseph could
save Jesus from Herod by going to Egypt. After Herod died, Joseph would take Mary and Jesus
back to Bethlehem to fulfill the prophecy, “Out of Egypt I will call My Son.” Then Joseph took
Mary and Jesus back to Nazareth to escape the threat of Herod’s son and to fulfill the promise
that Jesus would be from Nazareth and begin His ministry in the north, in Galilee. Because
Joseph obeyed God, you and | are saved—we are restored to God.

And God can also work through you and me. No, He doesn’t have to, but He chooses to
do so. We never know how God can use our witness to affect others. The key is for us to listen
to God as Joseph did. What does God tell us to do? There are the Ten Commandments. And
those commandments are summarized by Jesus when He said, “Love the Lord your God with
all your heart, all your strength, and all your mind: and “Love your neighbor as yourself.” As
Jesus told us, our neighbor is not just our family and friends, it is all the people God has put into
our lives. He also said, “Love one another as I have loved you.” Hannah McCulloh, our
coordinator of international student ministry, first got involved in that ministry as a freshman
here at ISU when she heard another student talk about it during a stewardship presentation. A
Mexican pastor, who our students met on a spring break servant event working in Juarez, told
them that he had first come to the church because of “Queso” which is “cheese.” He had been
the captain of the guards at the prison for the whole province of Chihuahua. The church was
distributing cheese to the poor. This led him to get involved and eventually train to be a pastor.

No matter how small or insignificant our actions may seem, God can use them to do His
work, just as He used Joseph.

Offertory: “Create in Me” pg. 192
Offering:

Sharing Our Ministry:



Prayer of the Church:
P: Lord, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.

Service of the Sacrament

Preface: pg. 194

P: It is truly good, right, and proper that we should in all times and in all places give
thanks to You, eternal God, for You sent Your Son Jesus into this world whose way John the
Baptist announced to the world first as a boy in his mother Elizabeth’s womb. Now You call us
as John did to prepare the way for Christ’s coming. Therefore with angels and all the army of
heaven we praise and make great Your Holy name, evermore praising you and singing . . .

Sanctus (Holy, Holy Holy) p. 195

Lord’s Prayer:

Word of Our Lord and Pax Domini (Peace of the Lord): pg. 196
Agnus Dei (Lamb of God): p.198

Distribution Hymns:
“Once He Came in Blessing” - Hymn # 333
“Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending” - Hymn # 336

Dismissal
Nunc Dimittis:(Song of Simeon ) p. 199
Thanksgiving: pg. 200

Prayer After Communion:

P: Lord Jesus come to us each day to bless us with Your presence. Send us into the world
as those fed by Your true body and blood to make known to all that You came to take away our
sins, and will come again to end evil and dwell forever with your people. We pray this in Your
most Holy name.

C: (sung) Amen.

Salutation: pg. 201
Benedicamus (Let Us Bless) and Benediction (Blessing): pg. 202
Closing Hymn:  “My Soul Now Magnifies the Lord” - Hymn # 934

Postlude



