
Order of Worship for February 9, 2025 

 

Prelude 

  

 P: The Lord be with you. 

 C: And also with you. 

 

Opening Hymn: “Lift High the Cross” - Hymn #837 

 

Confessing our sins and receiving God’s forgiveness 

 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. Lord God, we confess that we often are closed to the concerns of others. We 

are busy with what we feel we have to do. We center on our own problems. We avoid 

many opportunities we have to befriend people who are different from us. By our 

actions and even more by what we fail to do, we cloud people from seeing Your love 

which You made visible to us in Jesus, who died on the cross for all people. Almighty 

Father, forgive us for Jesus’ sake! 

P: Christ Jesus died for all. The love we fail to show He poured out for all of us by His 

sacrifice on the cross. By the command of the Lord Jesus I forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

The Service of the Word 

 

Entrance Psalm 

 P: Sing to the LORD a new song; 

 C: Sing to the LORD all the earth. 

 P: Sing to the LORD; praise His name; 

 C: Proclaim His salvation day after day. 

 P: Declare His glory among the nations, 

 C: His marvelous deeds among all peoples. 

 P: Ascribe to the LORD, O families of nations, 

 C: Ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 

 P: Say among the nations, “The LORD reigns.”  

C: He will judge the peoples with equity. 

 All: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,  

 and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning  

 is now and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Hymn of Praise: “Allabaré” - Hymn #799 

 

Old Testament Lesson: Isaiah 6:1-8 

     R: In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the LORD sitting upon a throne, high and lifted 

up; and the train of His robe filled the temple. Above Him stood the seraphim. Each had six 



wings: with two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. 

And one called to another and said: “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is 

full of His glory!” 

     And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of Him who called, and the house 

was filled with smoke. And I said: “Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean lips, 

and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the LORD 

of hosts!” 

     Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a burning coal that he had taken 

with tongs from the altar. And he touched my mouth and said: “Behold, this has touched your 

lips; your guilt is taken away, and your sin atoned for.” 

     And I heard the voice of the LORD saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” 

Then I said, “Here I am! Send me.” 

 

R: This is the Word of the Lord.    

C: Thanks be to God.   

 

Holy Gospel: Luke 5:1-11 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 5th chapter. 

C: Glory to You, O Lord. 

     P: On one occasion, while the crowd was pressing in on [Jesus] to hear the word of God, He 

was standing by the lake of Gennesaret, and He saw two boats by the lake, but the fishermen 

had gone out of them and were washing their nets. Getting into one of the boats, which was 

Simon's, Jesus asked him to put out a little from the land. And He sat down and taught the 

people from the boat. And when He had finished speaking, He said to Simon, “Put out into the 

deep and let down your nets for a catch.” And Simon answered, “Master, we toiled all night and 

took nothing! But at Your word I will let down the nets.” And when they had done this, they 

enclosed a large number of fish, and their nets were breaking. They signaled to their partners in 

the other boat to come and help them. And they came and filled both the boats, so that they 

began to sink. But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, “Depart from 

me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord.” For he and all who were with him were astonished at the 

catch of fish that they had taken, and so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were 

partners with Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be 

catching men.” And when they had brought their boats to land, they left everything and 

followed Him. 

P: This is the Gospel of our Lord.  

C: Praise to You, O Christ 

 

3rd Article Creed and explanation page 323  

 

Children’s Sermon (8:30) 

 

Sermon Hymn: “’How Shall They Hear,’ Who Have Not Heard” – Hymn #831 

 



Sermon: “Send Me” – Isaiah 6:1-8 

One of my favorite things that I have hanging in my office is this picture of the last verse of 

today’s reading, Isaiah’s response to the call of God. It was a gift as I finished college, and I’ve 

had it by the door of my dorm room in seminary and by my office door both here and in my 

office on vicarage. It reminds me of what I’m doing as a pastor, answering the call of God to 

teach and preach, unworthy though I am.   

 

Sometimes that seems to be how we think of this passage from Isaiah. We see it as a beautiful 

call story in which Isaiah eagerly accepts the calling to be a prophet. We see it as a good story 

for those who are in church work or contemplating going into church work. But we miss some 

things when we simplify it like that. We forget that Isaiah’s call comes in a time of national 

upheaval. We forget that his call begins with Isaiah realizing and understanding his 

shortcomings. And we forget that the call isn’t always a happy, joyful call.  

Isaiah’s call comes in the year that King Uzziah died, and that reminds us also that holiness is 

not something to be trifled with. Uzziah ruled for 52 years, and was by all accounts a good king, 

maybe even the best since Solomon a couple hundred years earlier.  He had been an efficient 

administrator and an able military leader.  Under his leadership Judah had grown in every way; 

economically, militarily, and even in faith.  

 

But as we’ve seen in our country in recent weeks, any sort of leadership transition creates 

change and uncertainty. Jotham, Uzziah’s successor, had been serving as a coregent with his 

father after Uzziah was struck with leprosy for burning incense in the temple, something only 

priests were allowed to do. Jotham would turn out to be a decent king.  

 

Yet Isaiah is reminded that even as human kings change, God is still on His throne. God is still 

in control. God is the real king, no matter what earthly leaders may think. When the outlook is 

bleak, look up. Despite the changes and challenges Isaiah faced, God was on His throne and 

nothing was going to change that.  

 

Isaiah knows that he’s not worthy to approach the throne of God. He knows what happens to 

people who rush in where angels fear to tread. He’s come to pray and worship, nothing more. 

When God appears to him, Isaiah is frightened. He cries out, “Woe is me! For I am lost; for I 

am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips.” The holiness of 

God makes Isaiah aware of his own unholiness.  

 

God doesn’t lower the intensity of his holiness for Isaiah. He doesn’t become more 

approachable. Instead, he makes Isaiah worthy to be in his presence, worthy to approach the 

altar of God. Isaiah’s unworthiness is cleansed by a coal from the altar, the same altar Uzziah 

had tried to use for himself. Isaiah is purified, made holy enough to be in the presence of God. 

Isaiah’s conviction of his sin led to confession, and the confession led to cleansing.  

 

But just allowing Isaiah to remain in the presence of the holy God wasn’t enough. Once Isaiah 

had been cleansed, he had to be sent out to share the message he’d been given. The word of God 



that had come to him had to go out. The Holy God was on the move again, sending another 

prophet to call an unholy people back to the presence of a holy God to be purified.  

 

Isaiah doesn’t feel prepared to be called by God. He doesn’t feel worthy. But at the same time, 

he doesn’t argue with God when he is called like some others do. He doesn’t make excuses like 

Moses does at the burning bush. He doesn’t run in the other direction like Jonah does. He is 

called and accepts.  

 

Isaiah’s prophetic ministry wouldn’t be easy. The people would refuse to he what he said, and 

his message would make others more blind and their hearts more calloused. Their disobedience 

would lead to exile and destruction. But a holy remnant would remain. And Isaiah’s words 

would go on to point those who came after him to how God was at work in the world through 

Jesus, to how God was in control even as the world spun out of control. Never underestimate 

what God can do with one willing worker.  

 

Just as God sent an angel to use the coal to make Isaiah holy, God sends us things to make us 

holy, too. For we cannot be holy people without the holy things of God: Holy Baptism, the Holy 

Gospel, Holy Absolution, and Holy Communion.  Holy things make holy people.  Which is why 

we come together for worship: you don’t want to miss out on what God gives you when you 

come to worship! 

When the holy things of God touch our lips, our ears, and our hearts, then we become holy 

because the holy Lord comes to us giving gifts of holy things to make us holy as he is holy.  He 

declares us holy and makes us holy by his Word, by his Spirit, and by the blood of Jesus. We no 

longer need to fear being in the presence of the Holy God, because He has come to us!  

 

One of the safety briefings before takeoff always reminds passengers, in the event that the cabin 

loses pressure and the oxygen masks deploy, that they are to put on their own mask first before 

helping someone else put their mask on. That may seem selfish, but you’re no good to anyone if 

you can’t breathe. 

 

As God came to Isaiah to make him holy, as God comes to us to make us holy, so we are called, 

like Isaiah, to bring that holy presence into an unholy world. The whole world needs to hear 

about the Holy God who makes us holy. Every person on this planet needs to be touched by the 

holy things of God so that they too can be made holy and worship the holy Lord forever in 

heaven.  Salvation leads to proclamation.  We cannot keep the Holy Gospel to ourselves.  We 

believe in holy things—not just for ourselves, but for the whole world! 

Pastor and author Frederick Buechner writes about what that calling looks like. He writes that 

we are called “[t]o be Christs in whatever way we are able to be. To be Christs with whatever 

gladness we have and in whatever place, among whatever brothers we are called to. That is the 

vocation, the destiny to which we were all of called even before the foundations of the world.” 

 

That’s why we pray for missionaries as we do every week, as they go where the Spirit is 

blowing, and are dependent on God to keep them going. If you asked any of the missionaries 



we pray for every week; Kebede and his family in Ethiopia, the Grulkes in Botswana, the 

Clausings and Tiffany Smith in Tanzania, and the Hansons in South Korea. They are Christs in 

the way they are able to be, among the brothers and sisters they are called to be among. They’d 

tell you that it’s not them doing their work, but God doing work through them. 

 

As we celebrate Missions Sunday, you may not feel that God is calling you to go to another 

country to share the Good News about Jesus. But God is calling you. God has called you. God 

has placed you where you need to be. There are words of truth and healing that will never be 

spoken unless you speak them, deeds of compassion and courage that will never be done unless 

you do them. Yet God is in control. Your choices are not big enough to derail God’s plans. Yet 

God gives us the opportunity to let Him work through us.  

 

Some churches have a sign at the exit of their parking lot, “You 

are now entering the mission field.” In addition to serving the global mission field consider the 

fact that: Our families are a mission field. Our occupations are a mission field. And even a trip 

to the grocery store is a mission field. You are called and sent to many people and many places 

as you live your normal life. How are you showing God’s love to those people and in those 

places?  

 

Isaiah’s call wasn’t just a beautiful call story. He felt unworthy and unprepared, and what he 

was called to do would be difficult. Yet God prepared him, made him holy, and sent him out. He 

does the same for us.  

 

Holy people also have a holy calling.  And so the call goes out: “Whom shall I send, and who 

will go for us?  Isaiah said, “Here am I!  Send me.”  What will your answer be? 

 

The Prayer for Mission to All People: 

P: Lord, we pray that You will open our eyes to see how we can witness to so many people 

You have gathered here in our community from all over the world. Give us the attitude of 

Abraham who welcomed strangers into his tent with the words: 

C: “Let a little water be brought forth, and then you may all wash your feet and rest 

under this tree. Let me get you something to eat, so you can be refreshed.” 

P: We thank You for Your mercy which extends to all people, for You reach out to all the 

world with Your Kingdom as Jesus told us: 

C: “People will come from east and west and north and south, and will take their 

places at the feast in the Kingdom of God.” 

P: Help us to see that the good news of Jesus is for all people and all cultures as Peter 

discovered when You sent him to Cornelius: 

C: “I now realize how true it is that God does not show favoritism, but accepts people 

from every nation who fear Him and do what is right.” 

P: Help us to be a part of how You break down the barriers that divide us through the 

unifying message of Jesus: 

C: “Here there is no Greek or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, 

slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all.” 



P: Give us the courage of the young Hebrew slave girl who pointed her sick master Naaman, 

general of the Syrian army, to Your prophet with the words: 

C: “If only my master would see the prophet Elisha who is in Samaria! He would cure 

him of his leprosy.” 

P: Grant us the patience and the understanding to try to understand the many people in our 

community who are from different countries and cultures, so that we have the attitude of 

St. Paul who said: 

C: “I have become all things to all peoples so that by all possible means I might save 

some. I do this all for the sake of the Gospel, that I may share in its blessings.” 

 (The pastor will continue with other petitions) 

 

P: Bless us with thankfulness for the wonderful opportunities You give us to  

    share our faith with people from all over the world so that we can join  

    the hymn of praise: 

C: “At the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the 

earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 

Father.” Amen. 

 

8:30 AM continues . . . 

 

Hymn: “Hark the Voice of Jesus Crying”- Hymn #827 

 

Lord’s Prayer: 

 

The Closing Prayer: 

C: Open our eyes, Lord, to the light of Your Word. Give us a vision for our mission as 

God’s people that would include all people and all nations. Give us now and every day 

an understanding of our oneness with fellow believers in Christ Jesus everywhere. 

Strengthen our common commitment to proclaim Christ to the world. In Jesus’ name 

we pray. Amen. 

 

Christ commanded us: (spoken in various languages) “Go and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them 

to obey everything I have commanded you. And behold I am with you all the days, even to the 

ends of the earth.” 

 

Blessing (Pastor) 

C: Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn: “Listen, God is Calling” - Hymn #833 

 

Postlude 

 


