
Order of Service for April 20, 2025 

 

Prelude:  

 

 P: Alleluia! Jesus Christ is risen! 

 C: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

Opening Hymn: “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today” - Hymn #457 

 

Sacrament of Holy Baptism: (11:00 AM) Trinity Ann Moffitt and Samuel Christopher Syrus 

 

Confession and Forgiveness: page 151 

 

Service of the Word 

 

Entrance Psalm:  “Christ Is Arisen” - Hymn # 459 (1-Soloist, 2- Choir, 3- All) 

 

Kyrie (Lord, Have Mercy): page 152 

 

Hymn of Praise: “This Is the Feast” - page 155 

 

Salutation: page 156 

 

Prayer of the Day:  

  P: Almighty God the Father, through Your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ You  

 have overcome death and opened the gate of everlasting life to us. Grant   that we, who 

celebrate with joy the day of our Lord's resurrection, may be  raised from the death of sin by 

Your life-giving Spirit, who lives and rules with You and the Son, one God, now and forever.  

      C: Amen.  

 

Old Testament Lesson:  Isaiah 65:17-25 

 

     R: "For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth, and the former things shall not be 

remembered or come into mind. But be glad and rejoice forever in that which I create; for 

behold, I create Jerusalem to be a joy, and her people to be a gladness. I will rejoice in 

Jerusalem and be glad in My people; no more shall be heard in it the sound of weeping and the 

cry of distress. No more shall there be in it an infant who lives but a few days, or an old man 

who does not fill out his days, for the young man shall die a hundred years old, and the sinner a 

hundred years old shall be accursed. They shall build houses and inhabit them; they shall plant 

vineyards and eat their fruit. They shall not build and another inhabit; they shall not plant and 

another eat; for like the days of a tree shall the days of My people be, and My chosen shall long 

enjoy the work of their hands. They shall not labor in vain or bear children for calamity, for 

they shall be the offspring of the blessed of the LORD, and their descendants with them. Before 

they call I will answer; while they are yet speaking I will hear. The wolf and the lamb shall 



graze together; the lion shall eat straw like the ox, and dust shall be the serpent’s food. They 

shall not hurt or destroy in all My holy mountain," says the LORD. 

R: This is the Word of the Lord.      

C: Thanks be to God. 

  

Epistle Lesson:  1 Corinthians 15:19-26 

 

     R: If in Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all people most to be pitied. But in 

fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep. For as 

by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all 

die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, 

then at His coming those who belong to Christ. Then comes the end, when He delivers the 

kingdom to God the Father after destroying every rule and every authority and power.  For He 

must reign until He has put all his enemies under His feet. The last enemy to be destroyed is 

death. 

R: This is the Word of the Lord.        

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Alleluia and Verse:  page 156 

 

Easter Gospel: Luke 24:1–12 

 

 P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 24th chapter. 

 C: (Sung) Glory to You, O Lord. 

 P: On the first day of the week, at early dawn, they went to the tomb, taking the spices 

they had prepared. And they found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they went in 

they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. While they were perplexed about this, behold, two 

men stood by them in dazzling apparel. And as they were frightened and bowed their faces to 

the ground, the men said to them, “Why do you seek the living among the dead? He is not here, 

but has risen. Remember how He told you, while He was still in Galilee, that the Son of Man 

must be delivered into the hands of sinful men and be crucified and on the third day rise.” And 

they remembered His words, and returning from the tomb they told all these things to the eleven 

and to all the rest. Now it was Mary Magdalene and Joanna and Mary the mother of James and 

the other women with them who told these things to the apostles, but these words seemed to 

them an idle tale, and they did not believe them. But Peter rose and ran to the tomb; stooping 

and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by themselves; and he went home marveling at what had 

happened.  

P: This is the Gospel of our Lord. 

 C: (Sung) Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Sermon Hymn: “I Know That My Redeemer Lives” - Hymn #461 vs. 1-6 

 

 

 



Sermon: “Risen Indeed!” - 1 Corinthians 15:19-26 

We have all heard stories about how to comfort people knowing that their loved ones 

who have died are in heaven.  One I know as a true story is of the girl who had yelled at her dad 

when she last saw him right before an accident killed him.  She was consoled by someone 

whose mother was dying. He called the mother and had her talk to the girl.  The mother assured 

the girl that when she got to heaven at her death, she would tell her father how sorry the girl 

was for yelling at him.  

 

 When my mother-in-law died a few years ago in Phoenix the pastor told me at the 

committal that this was the first one he had done there.  It was much more common where he 

had been in Michigan, but in Arizona most people go with cremation. And there are many 

others who just totally skip the funeral. For most people in our culture, the body does not 

matter.  The idea is that what lives on is our souls—that though the body ends, the real you, 

your soul, is eternal. 

 

 So why were the followers of Jesus so sad when He died?  Didn’t they know that His soul 

lived on?  Later one who became a follower of Jesus—St. Paul—was in Athens preaching to the 

scholars at what in that day was the height of intellectual knowledge.  He went to the place 

called Mars Hill where the philosophers debated all day. He talked about a statue they had in 

Athens to “The Unknown God.”  Paul told them that this God was the God of Scriptures, who 

created all things.  Then Paul talked about God sending His Son Jesus into the world. They 

listened to him until he said that Jesus was raised from the dead.  Then most of them dismissed 

him.  We might think, like scientists in our day, that they stopped listening because who could 

believe that the dead could come back to life.  But for them the question was, “Why would 

anyone want to rise from the dead?” 

 

 Greek philosophy centered on the thoughts of Socrates and his disciple Plato who stated 

that reality is beyond what we experience in front of us.  Plato told the story of a cave where 

people lived.  They were fascinated by the figures they saw on the wall of the cave.  But one 

day, one of them ventured out of the cave and discovered that those figures were actually 

shadows of what was outside where the light came from.  This story was to highlight that the 

true reality was beyond our normal observations.  The physical, like our bodies, is just a shadow 

of a higher reality.  The body dies, but the higher reality, our souls, lives on.  So why would 

someone want to return to a body?  Why would anyone want to rise from the dead? 

 

 The idea of getting away from the physical has been getting a stronger pull with our 

modern technology.  Wars used to be fought by people facing each other and physically lunging 

a spear or sword at each other. Firearms allowed us to do that from a distance, but still at an 

enemy you see.  Now war is fought by drones.  Our military work not as riflemen who shoot at 

a physical target nearby, but in trailers in the southwest where they control drones halfway 

across the world with their computers.  Soon, they say, we will not need to drive our cars—they 

will drive themselves.  There is so much talk about how “AI” (artificial intelligence) can take 

our place.  It can seem to be going in the direction that so much is required just to maintain our 



physical bodies, that we would be better without them.  All you need is thought—

“information.” 

 

 That was the issue when Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 15: 

 
 But if it is preached that Christ has been raised from the dead, how can some of 

you say that there is no resurrection of the dead?  If there is no resurrection of the 

dead, then not even Christ has been raised. And if Christ has not been raised, our 

preaching is useless and so is your faith. More than that, we are then found to be 

false witnesses about God, for we have testified about God that he raised Christ 

from the dead. But he did not raise Him if in fact the dead are not raised.  For if the 

dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised either.  And if Christ has not 

been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins.  Then those also who 

have fallen asleep in Christ are lost. If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we 

are of all people most to be pitied. 

 

 It may be a comfort to us that when loved ones die, they seem to suffer no more.  But 

how do we know that?  We do not know what they are thinking. We have no way of 

communicating with them.  We are cut off from them.  Why? Because their body is dead.  

Without a body, how can we talk, listen, see, feel, smell, experience?  Souls don’t do that. 

 

 In the famous “Matrix” movies what we see as the physical world is just an illusion 

created by computers.  The hero of the story is shown the actual reality.  Peoples’ bodies are 

stored and kept alive in a special building where their metabolism is harnessed to produce the 

electricity that runs the virtual world.  The real physical world is a disaster. That is what we 

face, an illusion, if we do not have the resurrection from the dead. 

 

 That is why the clear message of Easter is that Jesus rose from the dead.  It wasn’t that 

He then appeared in some mystical form.  His body was raised so He could be heard, seen, 

touched, and truly experienced. And His resurrection means that we too will rise physically 

from the dead.   If we do not have a body, then perhaps we have a soul that can think, but there 

is no way we can relate and communicate to others.  We need a body, our physical selves to 

reach out to others, to love.  Love is not a feeling, but as some have stated, it is a verb.  It is 

action.  It is doing things for others.  And we will be joyfully able to do that forever in heaven 

when Jesus, on that last day, raises us from the dead. 

 

 Without the resurrection, you and I could not be you and I in the future.  God created us 

and the world; He created, and it was good!  What is bad about the world is not that it is 

physical, but what our sin did in polluting it. If good is just some force, then it is something we 

can control, something we can tap into, something that we make up.  But then, it fails because it 

is the result of sinful humans.  But the resurrection means that it is something God, who alone 

can create, creates as part of the new uncorrupted world we will experience when Jesus comes 

again. 

 



 Paul tells us that Jesus’ resurrection is what makes Jesus real in our lives. The disciples 

did not just see a vision of Jesus.  They got to touch Him.  Thomas saw the real wound marks 

on his hands and side.  He ate food in their presence.  There was no body discovered to prove 

that He was still dead.  The priests both bribed and threatened the guards at the tomb to perjure 

and say Jesus’ body was stolen. The witnesses to the resurrected Jesus were willing to die rather 

than deny Easter.  Why would they die for something if they knew it was a lie? 

 

 And that real resurrection is what we can witness today.  Baptism is not just a ceremony.  

We hear God’s actual Word to us in the Scriptures. God puts new life into the whole person—

body and soul.  In Holy Communion we receive the true body and blood of Jesus, not just 

something symbolic. We experience God physically, not just in our thoughts.  God 

communicates to us, not just puts Himself into our dreams. He does because that is how we 

experience love—as God became a human to physically give Himself to us physical humans. 

 

 Paul tells us in 1 Thessalonians that “We do not grieve as those who have no hope.”  

Others can say about their loved ones who have died, “We can still think about them. We can 

see pictures and videos from them.  Their memory lives in our hearts.” But Scripture tells us 

about death. Ecclesiastes 9:5 says, “The living know that they shall die, but the dead do not 

know anything, neither have they any more a reward, for the memory of them is forgotten.”   

We read in Psalm 115, “The dead do not praise the LORD, nor any that go into silence. But we 

will bless the LORD from this time forth and forevermore.”  If we think of heaven as a place 

where our souls go and worship God until the end of the world, then the resurrection means 

nothing.  Then we have no need for Jesus because we can believe that since the soul is 

immortal, then all will live forever.  But when Scriptures speak of eternal life, the idea is not so 

much that it doesn’t end, but that it is with God.  We can exist forever, but apart from God that 

is hell. But Jesus died and rose so that we can be brought back to God and in our resurrections 

experience Him fully—what we call heaven.  Because Jesus is risen!  Risen indeed! 

 

Apostle’s Creed (8:30 only): 

 

Prayer of the Church  

 P: Lord, in Your mercy 

 C: Hear our prayer. 

 

Sharing Our Ministry 

 

Offering and Voluntary: 

 

Offertory: “What Shall I Render to the Lord?” pg. 159 

 

    Service of the Sacrament 

Preface: p. 160 

 P: It truly good, right, and proper …evermore praising You and singing . . . 

 



Sanctus (Holy, Holy, Holy): p. 161 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving: 

 P: Blessed are You Lord of heaven and earth for You defeated sin and death by the 

resurrection of Christ Jesus from the dead.  Send Your Holy Spirit on us now as we celebrate 

that Easter victory, by joining in the feast of Jesus’ true body and blood given to us for the 

forgiveness of sins. Hear us as we pray the prayer Jesus taught us . . . 

 

Lord's Prayer (8:30 only) and The Words of Our Lord: p. 162 

 

Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord) and Agnus Dei: p. 163  

    

Distribution:  Choir Anthem    

 “The Strife Is O’er, the Battle Done” - Hymn #464 

 “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today”- Hymn #469  

 

Dismissal: 

 

Song after Communion: “Thank the Lord” - page 164 

 

Prayer after Communion:  

P: Almighty God, we have celebrated with joy the festival of our Lord’s resurrection. 

Graciously help us to show the power of the resurrection in all that we say and do, through 

Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

Blessing: (pastor) p. 166 

 C: Amen. (sung) 

 

Closing Hymn: “I Know That My Redeemer Lives” - Hymn #461 verses 7 & 8 

 

Postlude:   
 


