
Order of Worship for November 23, 2025 

 

Prelude 

     P: The Lord be with you, 

     C: and also with you. 

 

Opening Hymn: “Where Charity and Love Prevail” - Hymn #845 

  

Matins p. 219 

 

Psalmody 

 

Venite (O Come, Let Us Sing) p. 220 

  

Psalm: 90  

P: LORD, You have been our dwelling place 

     C: in all generations. 

      P: Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever You had formed the earth and the 

world, 

     C: from everlasting to everlasting You are God. 

P: You return man to dust 

C: and say, “Return, O children of man!”  

P: For a thousand years in Your sight are but as yesterday when it is past, 

C: or as a watch in the night. 

P: You sweep them away as with a flood; they are like a dream, 

C: like grass that is renewed in the morning: 

P: in the morning it flourishes and is renewed; 

C: in the evening it fades and withers.  

P: For we are brought to an end by Your anger; 

C: by Your wrath we are dismayed. 

P: You have set our iniquities before You, 

C: our secret sins in the light of Your presence. 

P: For all our days pass away under Your wrath; 

C: we bring our years to an end like a sigh. 

P: The years of our life are seventy, 

C: or even by reason of strength eighty; 

P: yet their span is but toil and trouble; 

C: they are soon gone, and we fly away. 

P: Who considers the power of Your anger,  

C: and Your wrath according to the fear of You? 

P: So teach us to number our days 

C: that we may get a heart of wisdom. 

P: Return, O LORD! How long? 

C: Have pity on Your servants!   



P: Satisfy us in the morning with Your steadfast love, 

C: that we may rejoice and be glad all our days. 

P: Make us glad for as many days as You have afflicted us, 

C: and for as many years as we have seen evil. 

P: Let Your work be shown to Your servants, 

C: and Your glorious power to their children. 

P: Let the favor of the LORD our God be upon us, and establish the work of our hands upon 

us; 

C: yes, establish the work of our hands! 

 

 First Lesson: Malachi 3:13-18  

    R: “Your words have been hard against Me, says the LORD. But you say, ‘How have we 

spoken against You?’ You have said, ‘It is vain to serve God. What is the profit of our keeping 

His charge or of walking as in mourning before the LORD of hosts?  And now we call the 

arrogant blessed. Evildoers not only prosper but they put God to the test and they escape.’” 

Then those who feared the LORD spoke with one another. The LORD paid attention and heard 

them, and a book of remembrance was written before Him of those who feared the LORD and 

esteemed His name. “They shall be Mine, says the LORD of hosts, in the day when I make 

up My treasured possession, and I will spare them as a man spares his son who serves 

him. Then once more you shall see the distinction between the righteous and the wicked, 

between one who serves God and one who does not serve Him.  

     R: O Lord, have mercy on us.    

     C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Second Lesson: Colossians 1:13-20 

     R: God has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom 

of His beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. He is the image 

of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.  For by Him all things were created, in heaven 

and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all 

things were created through Him and for Him.  And He is before all things, and in Him all 

things hold together.  And He is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the 

firstborn from the dead, that in everything He might be preeminent. For in Him all the fullness 

of God was pleased to dwell, and through Him to reconcile to Himself all things, whether on 

earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of His cross. 

     R: O Lord, have mercy on us.   

     C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Third Lesson: Luke 23:33-43  

     And when Jesus and the guards came to the place that is called The Skull, there they 

crucified Him, and the criminals, one on His right and one on His left. And Jesus 

said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” And they cast lots to divide His 

garments.  And the people stood by, watching, but the rulers scoffed at Him, saying, “He saved 

others; let Him save Himself, if He is the Christ of God, His Chosen One!”  The soldiers also 

mocked Him, coming up and offering Him sour wine and saying, “If You are the King of the 



Jews, save Yourself!”  There was also an inscription over Him, “This is the King of the Jews.” 

One of the criminals who were hanged railed at Him, saying, “Are You not the Christ? Save 

Yourself and us!”  But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are 

under the same sentence of condemnation? And we indeed justly, for we are receiving the due 

reward of our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong.”  And he said, “Jesus, remember 

me when You come into Your kingdom.”  And He said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you 

will be with Me in paradise.” 

     P: O Lord, have mercy on us. 

     C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Children’s Message 

 

Sermon Hymn: “Jesus Shall Reign” - Hymn #832 

 

Sermon: “Christ in the First Place” - Colossians 1:13-20 

Now that the students are gone, more of you are probably old enough to remember the old 

Abbot and Costello routine, “Who’s on first.” Is it a question? Is it a statement? As they keep 

going back and forth, they both get more and more confused and more and more frustrated. 

Who’s on first? I don’t know. Third base! 

 

The Colossians didn’t play baseball, but they still seem confused about who’s on first. Or at 

least, who’s first? These three words were also confusing Christians in the first century church 

of Colossae. That’s why Paul wrote Colossians. He was a prisoner in Rome when he heard 

about false teachers in Colossae from a man named Epaphras. Epaphras told Paul that false 

teachers weren’t denying Christ: they were dethroning Christ. They weren’t denying that Christ 

is a way. They were denying that he is the way. Or, to get to the heart of the issue—false 

teachers weren’t denying Christ a place, they were denying Christ first place.  

 

Paul clears up the confusion; for the Colossians, and for us. Jesus is first! Jesus is, “Firstborn of 

all creation.” (Colossians 1:15) “Firstborn from the dead.” (Colossians 1:18) “So that he might 

have first place in all things.” (Colossians 1:18) Jesus in first place.  

 

He [Jesus] is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.  For by him all 

things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or 

powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for him. He is before all 

things, and in him all things hold together.” (Colossians 1:15–17) “All” is used five times in just 

three verses and a total of eight times in Colossians 1:15–22. All means total. Complete. Entire. 

Everything. The whole ball of wax.  

Paul says that Christ is over all creation. Two times in these verses Paul writes that Jesus 

created all things. Paul also contends that Jesus existed before all things and in Christ all things 

hold together. These terms announce that Jesus can only be one person—God. In the Nicene 

Creed we say of Jesus that he is, “Very God of very God. Begotten, not made. Being of one 

substance with the Father.” 

 



“Then why,” you may ask, “Does Paul write that Jesus is the firstborn over all creation? That 

sounds as though Jesus was the first thing God created.” That’s incorrect. Arians tried to argue 

that, which was part of the reason for the council of Nicaea 1700 years ago. Jesus is not the first 

thing God created. Jesus is God! In the context of the people of the Bible, the firstborn son 

enjoys the highest status in his family. And, once his father died, the firstborn son became the 

ruler in the family. That’s who Jesus is. He has the highest status in the universe and he rules 

over all things.  

 

One newer tradition about this Sunday, the last one of the church year, is that it is celebrated as 

Christ the King Sunday. It was instituted by Pope Pius XI in 1925 in response to the growing 

nationalism and fascism that was beginning to take hold following World War I. The aim of the 

feast day was to refocus the church on Christ as its leader instead of the allure of earthly 

powers. Because if Jesus is first, if Christ is king, then he demands our highest allegiance, and 

no earthly ruler comes close. And that was a problem for Caesar, which is part of why Paul is 

writing to the Colossians from prison. Because if Christ is above Caesar, Caesar doesn’t like it 

much. But Jesus is in first place, over all.  

 

“And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among 

the dead … For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him.”  (Colossians 1:18a–19) 

There’s that term “all” again. And there’s that term “firstborn” again. Christ is the firstborn 

from among the dead. Oh really? What about the child Elisha raised from the dead? Or Jairus’ 

daughter? Or the widow of Nain’s son? Or Lazarus? Weren’t there a number of people who 

were raised from the dead before Jesus?  

 

Yes. Their body was temporarily resuscitated, but each eventually died again. Jesus, on the 

other hand, rose from the dead in an immortal body never to die again. As Paul wrote to the 

Romans [6:9], “Death no longer has dominion over him.” And if Jesus is the firstborn from the 

dead, that means there’s more to come. Jesus’ resurrection isn’t just the end point. It’s a new 

beginning.  

 

And through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, 

by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.” (Colossians 1:20) There’s that word 

“all,” again! Christ has reconciled all things. Total. Complete. Entire. Everything. The whole 

hog. The whole enchilada. The whole ball of wax. And that includes you! 

The implications of this verse, in this context, are stunning! Christ, as God, made the tree from 

which his cross was carved. Christ, as God, made the minerals from which his nails were 

forged. And as God, Jesus set in motion the political events that sent Pontius Pilate to Judea, 

Herod to Jerusalem and Caiaphas to serve as high priest.  

 

God, on a cross? A sponge was thrust into God’s face? Dice tossed at God’s feet? God bled for 

us? God took nails for us? God was pierced with a spear for us? Yes. Yes. A thousand times, 

and forever, yes. All of that, for you!  

 



When you come to the communion rail, you receive Jesus. “He has reconciled you by Christ’s 

physical body through death to present you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from 

accusation.”  (Colossians 1:22) The Bible doesn’t teach real absence. It teaches real presence. 

In, with and under the bread and wine, Christ’ physical body and blood are present to present 

you holy, without blemish, free from accusation!   

 

“So that he might have first place in all things.” (Colossians 1:18b) This is the only purpose 

clause in our reading. How can I tell? It begins with the words “so that.” “So that” is a purpose 

clause. What does that mean?  Christ is who he is and did what he did so that. So that Christ 

might have first place in all things. There’s that word again, “all.” Total. Complete. Entire. 

Everything. The whole hog.  

 

What’s the difference between a committed and an uncommitted Christian? Between an on-fire 

Christian and a lukewarm Christian? Between the believer who has Jesus in the driver’s seat 

and the believer who keeps Jesus in the back seat? Christians making a difference in the world 

are learning that Christ is first place in all things.  

 

Let’s be honest, though. Like the false teachers in Colossae, we don’t deny Christ, but we 

dethrone Christ. We don’t deny that Christ is a way. We deny that he is the way. Or, to get to 

the heart of the issue, we don’t deny Christ a place, we deny him Christ first place.  

 

When Luther explains the First Commandment, he describes an idol as anything that you trust 

in more than God. Paul would have agreed with that. We are idol factories.  

Yet that’s why Jesus came to earth in the first place. He came to show us that he’s in the first 

place. He also came so his death on the cross would make up for all the times we put anything 

else in the first place.  

 

And what does that mean for us? If we back up just one verse from where we started here in 

Colossians, we see even more what our response is to be. Thankfulness. giving thanks to the 

Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in light. He has delivered 

us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son. Because 

we have been delivered from darkness and brought into the kingdom of Jesus, because we have 

been redeemed and saved, our response is to give thanks.  

 

“Who’s on first?” Bud Abbott and Lou Costello could never figure it out. How about you? 

“Who’s on first?” The answer should clearly be Jesus. And that’s worth giving thanks.   

 

Sharing Our Ministry 

 

Te Deum (“To God”): “We Praise You and Acknowledge You, O Lord” - Hymn #941 

 

Prayer: 

 

Kyrie (Lord, Have Mercy), Lord’s Prayer, Prayers p. 227 



 

Prayer of the Day       

     P: Lord Jesus Christ, You rule among us by the preaching of Your cross.   

     Forgive Your people their offenses that we, being governed by Your bountiful  

goodness, may enter at last into Your eternal paradise; for You live and reign with the Father 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

    C: Amen 

 

Prayer for Grace, Benedicamus, and Benediction p. 228 

  

Closing Hymn: “The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns” – Hymn #348 

 

Postlude 

 


