Order of Worship for May 24, 2026 (Pentecost Sunday)
Prelude:

P: The Lord be with you,
C: and also with you.

Opening Hymn: “O Day Full of Grace” - Hymn #503

Confession and Forgiveness

P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and with that faith--
as dear children approaching a loving parent, as sinners redeemed by the blood of the Lamb, as
believers filled with the Holy Spirit--let us confess our sins to almighty God.

C: Let us seek forgiveness.

(Silence for meditation and self-examination.)

P: Most merciful God,

C: we have been unworthy and disobedient children. We have ignored our Father's
admonitions, disregarded our Savior's instructions, grieved the Holy Spirit. We are not
worthy to be called children of God. But we beg you--of your fatherly compassion, by your
saving merits, at your inviting call--to have mercy on us and grant us your forgiveness.

P: God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him
might not perish but have eternal life. To those who believe in Jesus Christ, the heavenly Father
gives the Holy Spirit that they may be children of God. Rejoice in the Lord; your sins are
forgiven--in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

Service of the Word

Entrance Psalm:

P: Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of the faithful,

C: and kindle in them the fire of Your love. Alleluia.

P: O LORD, how manifold are Your works! In wisdom have You made them all;

C: the earth is full of Your creatures.

P: These all look to You,

C: to give them their food in due season.

P: When You give it to them, they gather it up;

C: when You open Your hand, they are filled with good things.

P: When You send forth Your Spirit, they are created,

C: and You renew the face of the ground.

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.



P: Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of the faithful,
C: and kindle in them the fire of Your love. Alleluia.

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

Prayer of the Day:

P: Let us pray. O God, on this day You once taught the hearts of Your faithful people by
sending them the light of Your Holy Spirit. Grant us in our day by the same Spirit to have a
right understanding in all things and evermore to rejoice in His holy consolation; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

C: Amen.

Hymn of Praise: “Come, Holy Ghost, Creator Blest” — Hymn #498 vs. 1-3, 6

Old Testament Lesson: Numbers 11:24-30

R: Moses went out and told the people the words of the Lord. And he gathered seventy men
of the elders of the people and placed them around the tent. Then the Lord came down in the
cloud and spoke to him, and took some of the Spirit that was on him and put it on the seventy
elders. And as soon as the Spirit rested on them, they prophesied. But they did not continue
doing it.

Now two men remained in the camp, one named Eldad, and the other named Medad, and
the Spirit rested on them. They were among those registered, but they had not gone out to the
tent, and so they prophesied in the camp. And a young man ran and told Moses, “Eldad and
Medad are prophesying in the camp.” And Joshua the son of Nun, the assistant of Moses from
his youth, said, “My lord Moses, stop them.” But Moses said to him, “Are you jealous for my
sake? Would that all the Lord’s people were prophets, that the Lord would put his Spirit on
them!” And Moses and the elders of Israel returned to the camp.

R: This is the Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God

The Second Lesson: Acts 2:1-21

R: When the day of Pentecost arrived, the disciples were all together in one place. And
suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled the entire
house where they were sitting. And divided tongues as of fire appeared to them and rested on
each one of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other
tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance.

Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation under heaven.
And at this sound the multitude came together, and they were bewildered, because each one was
hearing them speak in his own language. And they were amazed and astonished, saying, “Are
not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us in his own
native language? Parthians and Medes and Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and



Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging
to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabians—we hear
them telling in our own tongues the mighty works of God.” And all were amazed and
perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” But others mocking said, “They are
filled with new wine.”

But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea
and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and give ear to my words. For these
men are not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only the third hour of the day. But this is what
was uttered through the prophet Joel: ‘And in the last days it shall be, God declares, that I will
pour out My Spirit on all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your
young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams; even on My male servants
and female servants in those days I will pour out My Spirit, and they shall prophesy. And I will
show wonders in the heavens above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and vapor of
smoke; the sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the day of the Lord
comes, the great and magnificent day. And it shall come to pass that everyone who calls upon
the name of the Lord shall be saved.’”

R: This 1s the Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God

The Gradual Hymn: “7To God the Holy Spirit Let Us Pray” — Hymn #768 (vs. 1)

Holy Gospel: John 7:37-39
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 7" chapter.
C: Glory to You, O Lord.

P: On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and cried out, “If anyone thirsts,
let him come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, ‘Out of his
heart will flow rivers of living water.”” Now this he said about the Spirit, whom those who
believed in him were to receive, for as yet the Spirit had not been given, because Jesus was not
yet glorified.

P: This is the Gospel of our Lord.

C: Praise to You, O Christ.

Children’s Message
Sermon Hymn: “Come Down, O Love Divine” Hymn #501

Sermon: “Peter Lifted Up His Voice and Addressed Them” - Acts 2:14

Years ago, a man appeared on a TV variety show with a table of water glasses.
He proceeded to rub on the glasses and produce music. But one of the glasses was
kept separate from the others. It was as if it was ignored, useless. Why was it there?



Many people end up their lives in care facilities where they are unable to do
almost anything for themselves. They are like that glass, by themselves and
seemingly useless.

But we don’t have to end up in a nursing home to feel that way. Parents can feel
useless to their children because they are so out of step with modern technology or
latest social craze. Single people can feel left out in churches where so much seems
to be about “family.” Young people searching for work or those facing a job loss due
to downsizing can feel worthless. Many of us can picture ourselves being like the
glass—all by itself.

That can especially be the case when we think of ourselves making God’s
Kingdom grow. The book of Acts tells us after all the amazing things that happened
on Pentecost—the sound of a rush of a mighty wind, the flames of fire over the
disciples’ heads, and the disciples speaking in different languages— “But Peter,
standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them.” Can you imagine
any of us being like Peter on that first Pentecost getting up in front of that crowd on
the first Pentecost and preaching a message so profound that thousands of people
came to faith? Pastor Todd Jenks at our sister church in town, St. Paul, has a doctorate
in communication and teaches classes at Iowa State University. He says that the
number one fear of Americans is not terrorism or cancer or climate change or even
death; it is speaking in public.

On top of that, think of all the opposition people give to Christianity. Colonel
Michael Madrid was denied a promotion because his Christian faith makes him reject
same-sex marriage. Lance Corporal Monifa Sterling was court martialed because she
refused to take a Bible verse off the wall from her work space. A geologist who
followed all the right steps was denied by the US Park Service in receiving permission
to collect rock samples from the Grand Canyon because he holds to a young earth
understanding.

But even more in our world today the problem isn’t so much direct rejection of
our faith, but making it seem irrelevant. So much of our educational system is now
what is called “postmodern.” “Postmodernism” states that all views have value. It is
okay to have a Christian worldview; just don’t say it is better than any other way.
People don’t come to church so much because they have something against it; it just
doesn’t seem worth their time. Maybe someone with the charisma of a Peter can make
the church grow, but me?



Peter? Making the church grow? “But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up
his voice and addressed them.” Do we realize how amazing that was? We think of
Peter being the spokesman for the other disciples. But that wasn’t because he spoke
well.

The Beatles made cultural and music history in the 1960’s. Most of their songs were
written and sung by John Lennon and Paul McCartney, but George Harrison also
did some writing and singing. But drummer Ringo Starr was not known for either.
In fact, Lennon and McCartney wrote the song, “A Little Help from My Friends”
specifically for Ringo to sing. It contains the lyrics:

What would you do if [ sang out of tune
Would you stand up and walk out on me?
Lend me your ears and I'll sing you a song
And I'll try not to sing out of key.

Peter was the one who often “sang off key.” Think of what Peter had said in the
past. When Jesus first predicted His death, Peter rebuked Him. In response Jesus
said to him, “Get behind me, Satan, for you have not mine, but your own ways in
mind.” When Jesus took Peter, James, and John up to that mountain where later
Jesus appeared in a changed from with Moses and Elijah, Peter said, “I make three
booths--one for you, Lord, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” Mark in his Gospel
says about these words, “He did not know what to say.” When Jesus told the
disciples that He would be arrested, Peter said, “The others may leave You, Lord,
but [ never will.” We know what happened later. Peter caves in and denies Jesus
three times. Again and again with Peter it was, “Open mouth and insert foot.”

Yet, “Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them.”
Jesus used Peter, one who had called down curses from heaven if he ever knew Jesus.
Notice Acts say “Peter got up with the 11.” Yes, Judas was dead, so that would make
only 11 disciples. But back in chapter one the disciples had found a replacement,
Matthias. Peter. It could be claimed, had denied his status as a disciple. Yet, God
the Holy Spirit used him to speak on Pentecost. Instead of putting a foot in his mouth,
God put Peter’s words into the lives of many people who came to faith that day.

“But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them.”
We could insert any Christian for the word “Peter” in that sentence. The work of
many thousand coming to faith was the Holy Spirit’s, not Peter’s. No, the Holy Spirit
is probably not going to give us the power to preach like Peter, but He wants to use



all of us. The Scriptures give us plenty of examples of people whom he did use. 1
am not talking about the 12 disciples or Moses or David or Paul or John the Baptist.
There was a woman named Tabitha (Dorcas, in Greek) who made clothing for the
poor. She died and was raised by God through Peter. But even before Peter came to
her lifeless body, a big crowd had gathered to mourn her. They were the people she
helped, the people who learned about Jesus through her kindness. A paralyzed was
healed by Jesus, but only because nameless people carried him to the place where
Jesus was and lowered his cot by rope through the ceiling of the house where Jesus
was. A nameless Israelite girl who was a slave to the wife of the general of the Syrian
army named Naaman, told her mistress about the God of Israel and His prophet Elisha
who could heal Naaman of leprosy. Because of that Naaman did go to Elisha, was
healed, and came to faith in the true God. A man named “Legion” because of all the
demons in him was cured of them by Jesus in the town of Gerasa. He wanted to
follow Jesus, but Jesus told him to stay and tell people in Gerasa what God had done
for him. We know from archaeology that an early Christian church existed in Gerasa,
very possibly started by this man’s witness. God can work through any of us.

My cousin was a pastor in Michigan. In seminary his preaching professor was
Dale Meyer, who is now president of the seminary and was the Lutheran Hour
speaker. As my cousin got up to do a practice sermon, Meyer told him, “Remember
Reith, God even spoke through Balaam’s donkey.”

God can and did do His work through people who were His enemies. He used
the stubbornness of Pharaoh to make His victory at the Red Sea all the greater. He
even used the devil to lead people to put Jesus on the cross, which results now in our
salvation. If God could work through His enemies, think of how He can work through
you and me who follow Jesus.

The glass of water seemed useless, all by itself. But after a while the musician
touched it and it made a unique, but important sound. It was very important to the
music.

No matter how weak or sinful or insignificant any of us thinks we are, God can
work through us. “Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed

them.” Peter was that water glass, seemingly by himself and too sinful to be used by
God. Yet, God worked through him.

Jesus tells us in our Gospel lesson that the Spirit in us is like a fountain bubbling
over. Certainly, the Holy Spirit revealed Himself in a dramatic way that first



Pentecost. But water can do things even when it is not bubbling up or raging in a
river. All the spring rain reminds us of how water 1s amazing at seeping its way into
the foundations of our houses. It does that slowly and quietly. The Holy Spirit does
most of His work slowly, quietly. The people who came to faith in Jesus on Pentecost
were not just any people. They were those whom God had prepared by bringing them
up in families where they knew and believed in the God of Abraham. They were
looking for the promised Messiah. And God uses us to work with people He has
prepared-the children we can raise in the Christian faith, internationals who have
learned that they can get help at churches, neighbors who may have some exposure
to church from childhood, people who used to be in the church, but have drifted away.
Even you and me, the glass by itself, God can use in surprising ways.

Hymn: “Thine Forever, God of Love” #687
Rite of Confirmation:

Prayer of the Church:
P: Lord in Your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.

Sharing our Ministry:

Offering/Voluntary:

Service of the Sacrament
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord.
C: Itis good to give Him thanks and praise.

P: It is truly good, right, and proper that we should in all times and in all places give thanks to
You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who ascended
above the heavens and, sitting at Your right hand, poured out on this day as He had promised
the Holy Spirit on the chosen disciples. At this the whole world rejoices with exceeding joy.
Therefore with angels and archangels and all the company of heaven we praise and magnify
Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing . . .

Sanctus Hymn: “Holy, Holy, Holy”’ - Hymn #961

Prayer of Thanksgiving:



P: Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You pour out Your Holy Spirit upon us as we
gather today in Your name. Through Your Word and Sacraments, You pour Your Spirit into our
lives that we might live as Your forgiven people. Send that Spirit to us now as we come to
receive in true faith Jesus’ true body and blood for the forgiveness of our sins. Hear us, then, as
we pray the prayer Jesus taught us. . .

Lord’s Prayer:
The Words of Our Lord:

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: Amen.

The Distribution of Holy Communion:
“Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling” — Hymn #650
“Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord” — Hymn #497

Prayer After Communion:

P: God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, as You sent upon the disciples the promised
gift of the Holy Spirit, look upon Your Church and open our hearts to the power of the Spirit.
Kindle in us the fire of Your love, and strengthen our lives for service in Your Kingdom;
through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C: Amen.

Blessing: (Pastor)
C: Amen.

The Closing Hymn: “Holy Spirit, Light Divine”” - Hymn #496

The Postlude:



