Order of Worship for June 28, 2026

Prelude
P: The Lord be with you,
C: and also with you.

Opening Hymn: ““Come, Follow Me,” the Savior Spake” - Hymn #688
Matins: pg. 219

Psalmody
Venite (O Come, Let Us Sing) p. 220

Psalm:
P: I will sing of the steadfast love of the LORD, forever;
C: with my mouth I will make known Your faithfulness to all generations.
P: Blessed are the people who know the festal shout,
C: who walk, O LORD+, in the light of Your face,
P: who exult in Your name all the day
C: and in Your righteousness are exalted.
P: For You are the glory of their strength;
C: by Your favor our horn is exalted.
P: For our shield belongs to the LORD,
C: our king to the Holy One of Israel.
All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
P: I will sing of the steadfast love of the LORD, forever;
C: with my mouth I will make known Your faithfulness to all generations.

Readings

First Lesson: Jeremiah 28:5-9

R: Then the prophet Jeremiah spoke to Hananiah the prophet in the presence of the priests
and all the people who were standing in the house of the LORD, and the prophet Jeremiah said,
“Amen! May the LORD do so; may the LORD make the words that you have prophesied come
true, and bring back to this place from Babylon the vessels of the house of the LORD, and all
the exiles. Yet hear now this word that I speak in your hearing and in the hearing of all the
people. The prophets who preceded you and me from ancient times prophesied war, famine, and
pestilence against many countries and great kingdoms. As for the prophet who prophesies
peace, when the word of that prophet comes to pass, then it will be known that the LORD has
truly sent the prophet.”

R: O Lord, have mercy on us.
C: Thanks be to God.



Second Lesson: Romans 7:1-13

R: Or do you not know, brothers—for | am speaking to those who know the law—that the
law is binding on a person only as long as he lives? Thus a married woman is bound by law to
her husband while he lives, but if her husband dies she is released from the law of marriage.
Accordingly, she will be called an adulteress if she lives with another man while her husband is
alive. But if her husband dies, she is free from that law, and if she marries another man she is
not an adulteress.

Likewise, my brothers, you also have died to the law through the body of Christ, so that
you may belong to another, to Him who has been raised from the dead, in order that we may
bear fruit for God. For while we were living in the flesh, our sinful passions, aroused by the
law, were at work in our members to bear fruit for death. But now we are released from the law,
having died to that which held us captive, so that we serve not under the old written code but in
the new life of the Spirit.

What then shall we say? That the law is sin? By no means! Yet if it had not been for the
law, I would not have known sin. I would not have known what it is to covet if the law had not
said, “You shall not covet.” But sin, seizing an opportunity through the commandment,
produced in me all kinds of covetousness. Apart from the law, sin lies dead. I was once alive
apart from the law, but when the commandment came, sin came alive and I died. The very
commandment that promised life proved to be death to me. For sin, seizing an opportunity
through the commandment, deceived me and through it killed me. So the law is holy, and the
commandment is holy and righteous and good.

Did that which is good, then, bring death to me? By no means! It was sin, producing
death in me through what is good, in order that sin might be shown to be sin, and through the
commandment might become sinful beyond measure.

R: O Lord, have mercy on us.
C: Thanks be to God.

Third Lesson: Matthew 10:34-42
P: [Jesus said:] “Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I have not
come to bring peace, but a sword. For I have come to set a man against his father, and a
daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. And a person’s
enemies will be those of his own household. Whoever loves father or mother more than Me is
not worthy of Me, and whoever loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me. And
whoever does not take his cross and follow Me is not worthy of me. Whoever finds his life will
lose it, and whoever loses his life for My sake will find it.
“Whoever receives you receives Me, and whoever receives Me receives him who sent
Me. The one who receives a prophet because he is a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward,
and the one who receives a righteous person because he is a righteous person will receive a
righteous person’s reward. And whoever gives one of these little ones even a cup of cold water
because he is a disciple, truly, I say to you, he will by no means lose his reward.”
P: O Lord, have mercy on us.
C: Thanks be to God.



Children’s Message:
Sermon Hymn: “All for Christ I Have Forsaken” — Hymn #753

Sermon: “Finding By Losing” - Matthew 10:34—42

In Western countries like ours in which Christianity has had a great influence, not only in the
past but in the present, becoming a Christian and being baptized does not cost much and it does
not, for some, mean much. That’s not the case everywhere.

Often in countries that are opposed to Christianity, baptism is the point at which a person is
considered dead, no longer a part of the biological family. Interestingly, baptism in those
instances carries a triple meaning: death with Christ, death to self and death to the previous way
of life, and in their case their family.

Asian Access (or A2), a Christian missions agency in South Asia, listed a series of questions
that church planters must ask new believers who are considering baptism. These are the seven
questions asked to help determine a new convert's readiness to follow Christ:

1. Are you willing to leave home and lose the blessing of your father?
2. Are you willing to lose your job?
3. Are you willing to go to the village and those who persecute you, forgive them, and share

the love of Christ with them?

4. Are you willing to give an offering to the Lord?

5. Are you willing to be beaten rather than deny your faith?
6. Are you willing to go to prison?

7. Are you willing to die for Jesus?

If the new convert answers yes to all of these questions, then church leaders invite that person to
sign on the bottom of the paper that of their own free will they have decided to follow Jesus.
But here's the risk: if a new convert signs the paper and is caught by the government, he or she
will spend three years behind bars. The one who did the evangelizing faces six years in prison.
Following Jesus has a cost.

As Jesus finishes his teaching to his disciples here, there are no countries that are predominantly
Christian yet. There aren’t many Christians at all yet. But Jesus is reminding his disciples that,
by following him, they will face conflict. They will face persecution. They will face challenges.
They will lose things. But what they gain would be worth the loss.

Jesus told his followers that following him would have a great cost. It would divide parents and
children. It would cost his followers everything they had. The kingdom of God matters more
than even something as important as family.

We like to think of the Christian message as something safe. Christian radio stations advertise
themselves as being safe for the whole family. We think of Jesus bringing peace. But Jesus tells



us that his message will divide families. His message is not one that’s just safe and comfortable.
It’s not a message that leaves us safe and comfortable, either.

In the Chronicles of Narnia books and movies, Jesus is represented by Aslan, a lion. When Mr.
Beaver is explaining who Aslan is to the children who found their way to Narnia, Lucy asks if
Aslan is “safe”. Mr. Beaver responds, "Safe? Who said anything about safe? 'Course he isn't
safe. But he's good. He's the King, I tell you." Jesus isn’t always safe. Jesus isn’t always
comfortable. But Jesus is good. Jesus is the king. Jesus is our savior.

It is unfortunate that we are not hearing our Gospel lesson read in its original Greek language.
For a bit of basic Greek grammar would help us to understand that infinitive verb forms don’t
necessarily indicate purpose; they can also indicate result. In other words, Jesus is not saying
that the purpose of his coming is to cause division in families, but that the inevitable result of
his coming is that some families will be divided by the Gospel. Not all have faith to believe. In
every family, there are those who hear the Gospel and believe in Jesus Christ as their Lord and
Savior; and there are those who reject both the Messiah and his message. And so, we have a
division. Christians do not seek division, but division occurs.

Did you know even Jesus had family trouble because of his faith? Even though they heard the
angels’ prophecies, his parents struggled to understand his mission and purpose. Jesus’ own
brothers thought he was crazy, and did not believe in him until after the resurrection. Later on,
at his home church (synagogue), Jesus sadly said, “A prophet is not without honor except in his
hometown and in his own household.” If all of that happened to Jesus, then why do we think it
wouldn’t happen to us? So, what can we do?

First of all, pray for your unbelieving loved ones. God desires all people to be saved. That
includes your family! So don’t give up on them, and don’t give up on God. In his Confessions,
Augustine writes about how his mother, Monica, never stopped praying for him. Through tears
and terrible years, she watched her son’s rebellious, sinful life. And then one day God answered
her prayer. Augustine heard a preacher whose words caught his attention, and then he stumbled
upon the Scriptures, which changed his heart and transformed Church history forever. God
answered Monica’s prayers. Do not doubt that he will answer your prayers too!

Second, ask questions! Show genuine interest and concern for them. After all, people don’t care
what you know until they know that you care! They also want to be seen as a person, not just an
evangelism project.

Third, listen! God gave you two ears and only one mouth, so listen! You will get a lot further in
life by listening to your loved ones’ questions and concerns than you will be telling them
they’re wrong. Nobody likes to be corrected or told they’re wrong—even if it’s true. So, earn
the right to be heard by first listening yourself.

Finally, discuss, don’t debate. As I sometimes mention during premarital counseling, you don’t
want to win an argument and lose a relationship. You don’t want to focus so much on getting a



good zinging line in that you don’t realize the hurt it might cause. Instead, discuss, keep the
conversation going and open. The apostle Peter says that we should always be ready “to make a
defense,” or give a reason, “for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect” (1
Peter 3:15).

Y ou may experience real pain and loss when you take up your cross to follow Jesus. But not all
is lost. In fact, it’s precisely when you give up everything you love for the sake of Jesus that
you gain the world, your soul, and a new family. And, by God’s grace, your earthly family may
even join you in that journey.

Jesus tells us that if we love our parents or children more than him, we’re not worthy of him.
But God shows his great love for us by sending his own Son Jesus to die for our sins and give
us eternal life.

When we believe and are baptized into Christ’s Body, the Church, we become part of a bigger
family than we ever could have dreamed of. By right of our adoption in Baptism, we now have
God as our loving, heavenly Father. Jesus becomes our Brother in the flesh. And every single
believer throughout the world in every time and place becomes our brother or sister in Christ.
Mothers, brothers, sisters—a heavenly Father—and in the age to come, eternal life. Even those
who lose their families find a new family within the church. It doesn’t cure the pain or loss, but
it helps. What a wonderful family we have in Jesus!

Sharing Our Ministry
Canticle

Te Deum (“7To God”): “We Praise You and Acknowledge You, O Lord” - Hymn #941
Prayer

Kyrie (Lord, Have Mercy), Lord’s Prayer, p. 227

Prayer of the Day

P: Almighty God, by the working of Your Holy Spirit, grant that we may gladly hear Your
Word proclaimed among us and follow its directing; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen

Prayers:
Prayer for Grace, Benedicamus, and Benediction p. 228
Closing Hymn: “Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing” — Hymn #924

Postlude



