Order of Worship for August 16, 2026
Prelude:

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

Opening Hymn: “Jesus Shall Reign Wher er the Sun” - Hymn #832
Confession and Absolution: pg. 151
Service of the Word

Entrance Psalm:
P: The LORD is the strength of his people;
C: He is the saving refuge of His anointed.
P: To you, O LORD, I call; my rock, be not deaf to me,
C: lest, if You be silent to me, I become like those who go down to the pit.
P: Hear the voice of my pleas for mercy, when I cry to You for help,
C: when I lift up my hands toward Your most holy sanctuary.
P: Blessed be the LORD!
C: For He has heard the voice of my pleas for mercy.
P: The LORD is my strength and my shield; in Him my heart trusts, and I am helped;
C: my heart exults, and with my song I give thanks to Him.
ALL: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
P: The Lord is the strength of his people;
C: he is the saving refuge of his anointed.

Kyrie: (Lord, Have Mercy) pg. 152-3
Hymn of Praise: "This is the Feast" (p155)
Salutation: pg. 156

Prayer of the Day:

P: Almighty and everlasting Father, You give Your children many blessings even though
we are undeserving. In every trial and temptation grant us steadfast confidence in Your loving-
kindness and mercy; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen



Old Testament Lesson: Isaiah 56:1, 68
R: Thus says the LORD:
“Keep justice, and do righteousness,
for soon My salvation will come,
and my deliverance be revealed. . . .

“And the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD,
to minister to Him, to love the name of the LORD,
and to be His servants,

everyone who keeps the Sabbath and does not profane it,
and holds fast My covenant—

these I will bring to My holy mountain,
and make them joyful in My house of prayer;

their burnt offerings and their sacrifices
will be accepted on My altar;

for My house shall be called a house of prayer
for all peoples.”

The LORD God,
who gathers the outcasts of Israel, declares,

“I will gather yet others to him
besides those already gathered.”

R: This 1s the Word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

Epistle Lesson: Romans 11:1-2a, 13—15, 28-32
R: T ask, then, has God rejected His people? By no means! For [ myself am an Israelite, a
descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. God has not rejected His
people whom He foreknew. . . .

Now I am speaking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch then as [ am an apostle to the Gentiles, I
magnify my ministry in order somehow to make my fellow Jews jealous, and thus save
some of them. For if their rejection means the reconciliation of the world, what will their
acceptance mean but life from the dead? . . .

As regards the gospel, they are enemies of God for your sake. But as regards election, they
are beloved for the sake of their forefathers. For the gifts and the calling of God are
irrevocable. Just as you were at one time disobedient to God but now have received mercy
because of their disobedience, so they too have now been disobedient in order that by the
mercy shown to you they also may now receive mercy. For God has consigned all to
disobedience, that He may have mercy on all.

R: This is the Word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

Alleluia and Verse: pg. 156



The Holy Gospel: Matthew 15:21-28

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 15™ chapter.

C: Glory to You, O Lord. (sung)

P: Jesus went away from there and withdrew to the district of Tyre and Sidon. And
behold, a Canaanite woman from that region came out and was crying, “Have mercy on me, O
Lord, Son of David; my daughter is severely oppressed by a demon.” But He did not answer her
a word. And His disciples came and begged Him, saying, “Send her away, for she is crying out
after us.” He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” But she came
and knelt before Him, saying, “Lord, help me.” And He answered, “It is not right to take the
children’s bread and throw it to the dogs.” She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the
crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” Then Jesus answered her, “O woman, great is your
faith! Be it done for you as you desire.” And her daughter was healed instantly.

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise to You, O Christ. (sung)

Children’s Message

Sermon Hymn: “Lord of All Nations, Grant Us Grace” — Hymn #844

Sermon: “A House of Prayer for All Peoples” - Isaiah 56:1, 6—8

One of the big events of the summer was the World Cup. Although soccer is not as popular in
the United States as it is in other countries, it is still gaining in popularity. And for the tourists
that came to the United States, it was an eye-opening experience. Many were amazed at just
how big our country is. Others were amazed at how big the food portions are, at places like
Raising Canes or Waffle House. Others were amazed by the hospitality they received, whether
in a big city or small town.

There were challenges. One of the most well-respected referees from Africa was denied entry
due to visa issues. The Iranian team was forced to stay in Mexico and only fly into the United
States on the day of their game, and then fly out immediately afterwards. And the Scottish
visitors drank Boston dry. Yet overall, it turned out to be a great showcase of what makes the
United States unique, and why people from all over the world want to come and find a better
life here.

At the height of the kingdom of Israel, people didn’t come from all over the world to watch
soccer games. They came to see the wonders of Jerusalem. They came to see the wisdom of
Solomon in action. The Queen of Sheba and others traveled to see all that was there. They
came to see the temple. And they came to hear about the God the temple was dedicated to, the
God who had led the people out of slavery in Egypt to the Promised Land.

When Solomon prayed at the dedication of the temple, he prayed that it would be a house of
prayer for all people.



“Likewise, when a foreigner, who is not of your people Israel, comes from a far country

for the sake of your great name and your mighty hand and your outstretched arm, when

he comes and prays toward this house, hear from heaven your dwelling place and do

according to all for which the foreigner calls to you, in order that all the peoples of the

earth may know your name and fear you, as do your people Israel, and that they may

know that this house that I have built is called by your name” (2 Chronicles 6:32-33).
He prayed that God would listen to all who prayed to him there.

For the people of Israel that [saiah was addressing in this morning’s Old Testament lesson, they
had a task. Throughout the Old Testament, God had given His people a mission; to share the
message of the true God with those around them. When God called Abraham, God said that it
was so that the whole world would be blessed through him. When God brought his people out
of slavery in Egypt, the plagues were done to show the power of the true God. During a years
long drought, God sent Elijah not to a widow in Israel, but one on Zaraphath outside of the
borders of Israel. God used the prophet Elisha to heal Naaman, a Syrian general whose nation
had threatened Israel. God sent Jonah not to anywhere in Israel, but to Nineveh, capital of the
Assyrian empire, an empire which threatened to invade Israel.

The people of Israel didn’t live up to the task, though. Sometimes they remained separate and
isolated, refusing to interact with those different than they were. Sometimes, instead of
following the true God, they were instead led astray to follow the false idols of the surrounding
peoples. Sometimes, they continued to worship God in the temple, but their everyday lives were
no different than those who didn’t claim to follow God. They cheated and stole, exploited and
oppressed, robbed from the poor to give to the rich. Eventually, God realized they wouldn’t
shape up on their own without drastic measures, and they were sent into exile in Babylon. After
seventy years, they were brought back to Israel to try again.

The prophet Isaiah is active for over 60 years, across the reigns of 4 kings. The first part of the
book that bears his name covers that time period, warning of the dangers to come and for the
people to turn back to God. The second part looks ahead to when they are in exile, taken away
from the land they lived in, the temple destroyed. This chapter opens a third section, looking
even further ahead to when the people return from exile.

God hadn’t restored them from exile just for their sake. God hadn’t just redeemed them for their
own sake. God had redeemed them, God had freed them, God had restored them to be a light to
the Gentiles. God had freed them to share the good news that the whole world, could be freed
from the powers of darkness. God had brought them back to rebuild the temple so that it could
be a house of prayer for all people.

They didn’t live up to that task, though. When they returned from exile, they became insulated,
isolated. They developed new rules and laws, to keep themselves from breaking the laws that
had gotten them sent into exile in the first place. They rebuilt the temple, but added a court of
the Gentiles, a place where others could see the temple but still not approach God. And so, in
the days of Jesus, the Pharisees were more concerned with keeping themselves pure than with
sharing the source of that purity with others. More than that, they’d turned the temple, what was



supposed to be a house of prayer for all people, into a marketplace and a carnival. When Jesus
drives the moneychangers out of the temple, he quotes this passage from Isaiah. He worked to
restore the temple to a house of prayer for all people.

Jesus knew that people were separated from God by more than nationality. They were separated
from God by sin. Because of their sin, all people were unworthy of approaching God in prayer.
God didn't want to just separate himself from the world, but to enter into the unclean, messy,
dirty world that we live in. God did this when Jesus came into the world as a baby, when he
grew up to be a man who was one of us. Jesus was baptized by John the Baptist to be numbered
with sinners. That baptism marked the beginning of his ministry, not him becoming more God.
It marks the point where Jesus left the messiness of his father’s wood shop and began his
ministry, to show that he was the rightful king of the world. He did that not by starting a
rebellion and taking a throne by force, but by serving. He did it by doing the task that his Father
had set for him. He did that by going to the cross. That’s why his last words on the cross were
“It 1s finished!” His mission was accomplished. The servant of God had taken the sin, the
messiness, of the world onto himself to save the world. He then sent his disciples out to share
that good news, to tell all people who they should pray to.

Fraternity and sorority members have moved in already, as well, and new students to ISU will
move in over the next few days. Students come from all over lowa and all over the US to study
at ISU. We have the opportunity to share the good news with them, as well, or strengthen their
faith.

We get to see this prophecy fulfilled. We are a house of prayer for all people. People from all
over the state, all over the country, all over the world come together to worship here, to learn
about Jesus and what He did to save them. They learn to call upon the only God who is real.
Isaiah's prophecy hasn't reached its total fulfillment yet, but we see it as God continues to call
all people to worship the one true God together. This is a house of prayer for all people, and
we're blessed to see it.

Creed:
Prayer of the Church: (P: Lord, in Your mercy . . . C: Hear our prayer)
Sharing Our Ministry:
Offering-Voluntary
Service of the Sacrament
Preface: pg. 160
P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord,
who, having created all things, took on human flesh and was born of the virgin Mary. For our



sake He died on the cross and rose from the dead to put an end to death, thus fulfilling Your
will and gaining for You a holy people. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and
saying:

Sanctus: (“Holy, Holy, Holy”): pg. 161

Prayer of Thanksgiving:

P: Blessed are You Lord God, King of the universe for You sent Your Son Christ Jesus to
die for us and raised Him from death so that we can rest securely on Him forever. Send us
Y our Holy Spirit so that we come to His supper trusting that He gives us His true body and
blood for the forgiveness of all our sins. All this we pray as He taught us to pray . . .

The Lord’s Prayer:
The Words of our Lord:
Pax Domini (“Peace of the Lord”) and Agnus Dei (“Lamb of God”) pg. 163
Distribution:
Hymns: “God Loved the World So That He Gave” — Hymn #571
“Your Table I Approach” — Hymn #628
Song After Communion: “Thank the Lord” pg. 164
Prayer After Communion:
P: Lord God of all nations, You have revealed Your will to Your people and promised
Your help to us all. Help us to hear and do what You command, that the darkness may be
overcome by the power of Your light, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C: Amen.
Benediction: pg. 166
Closing Hymn: “Christ Is Our Cornerstone” - Hymn #912

Postlude:



