Order of Worship for August 30, 2026

Prelude
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

Opening Hymn: “From All That Dwell Below the Skies” — Hymn #816

Confession and Forgiveness:

P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
P: "Take up your cross and follow me," the Savior said.

P: O God, in your kindness, have pity.

C: O God, in your mercy, wash away our sins. Wash us clean of sin and guilt, the
sins that we cannot forget and those we cannot remember. For we have disobeyed
you and done wrong; we deserve your punishment. For the sake of Jesus Christ,
turn your eyes from our iniquity, and cover our guilt, that we may know again the
joy of your salvation.

P: Jesus Christ never sinned. But God placed our sins upon him, so that Christ could
make us acceptable to God.

C: All we, like sheep, have gone astray; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity
of us all.

P: Those who lose their lives for Christ's sake will save them. Because Jesus took up his
cross, our sins are forgiven.

C: Thanks be to God. Amen.

Service of the Word
Entrance Psalm:

P: Delight yourself in the LORD,

C: and He will give you the desires of your heart.

P: Commit your way to the LORD;

C: trust in Him, and He will act.

P: He will bring forth your righteousness as the light,

C: and your justice as the noonday.

P: Be still before the LORD and wait patiently for Him;

C: fret not yourself over the one who prospers in his way, over the man who
carries out evil devices.

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

P: Delight yourself in the LORD,

C: and He will give you the desires of your heart.



Prayer of the Day

Almighty God, Your Son willingly endured the agony and shame of the cross for our
redemption. Grant us courage to take up our cross daily and follow Him wherever He
leads; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen

Old Testament Lesson: Jeremiah 15:15-21
R: O LORD, You know; remember me and visit me, and take vengeance for me on

my persecutors. In Your forbearance take me not away; know that for Your sake I bear
reproach. Your words were found, and I ate them, and Your words became to me a joy
and the delight of my heart, for I am called by Your name, O LORD, God of hosts. I did
not sit in the company of revelers, nor did I rejoice; I sat alone, because Your hand was
upon me, for You had filled me with indignation. Why is my pain unceasing, my wound
incurable, refusing to be healed? Will You be to me like a deceitful brook, like waters
that fail? Therefore thus says the LORD: "If you return, I will restore you, and you shall
stand before Me. If you utter what is precious, and not what is worthless, you shall be as
My mouth. They shall turn to you, but you shall not turn to them. And I will make you
to this people a fortified wall of bronze; they will fight against you, but they shall not
prevail over you, for I am with you to save you and deliver you, declares the LORD. I
will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked, and redeem you from the grasp of the
ruthless."

R: This is the Word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

Epistle Lesson: Romans 12:9-21

R: Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. Love one
another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor. Do not be
slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in
tribulation, be constant in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show
hospitality. Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with
those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. Live in harmony with one another. Do
not be haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never be wise in your own sight. Repay no
one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all. If possible,
so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. Beloved, never avenge yourselves,
but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, "Vengeance is Mine, I will repay, says
the Lord." To the contrary, "if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him
something to drink; for by so doing you will heap burning coals on his head." Do not be
overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

R: This is the Word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.



Holy Gospel: Matthew 16:21-28
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixteenth chapter.
C: Glory to You, O Lord.

P: From that time Jesus began to show His disciples that He must go to
Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be
killed, and on the third day be raised. And Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke
Him, saying, "Far be it from You, Lord! This shall never happen to You." But He turned
and said to Peter, "Get behind Me, Satan! You are a hindrance to Me. For you are not
setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of man." Then Jesus told His
disciples, "If anyone would come after Me, let him deny himself and take up his cross
and follow Me. For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life
for My sake will find it. For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and
forfeits his soul? Or what shall a man give in return for his soul? For the Son of Man is
going to come with His angels in the glory of His Father, and then He will repay each
person according to what he has done. Truly, I say to you, there are some standing here
who will not taste death until they see the Son of Man coming in His kingdom."

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord
C: Praise to You, O Christ.

Sermon Hymn: “’Come, Follow Me,’ the Savior Spake” - Hymn #688

Sermon: “Discipleship 101" - Matthew 16:21-28

The first week of school is often spent just figuring things out. You have to find your
way from class to class, room to room, building to building. You have to figure out
when you can eat, when you can study, when you can sleep.

One of the most important things that happens is that you get your syllabus for each
class. You get told the expectations for the class. You get told the due dates for
assignments. You get told when tests, midterms, and finals will be held.

That’s important because the syllabus sets the expectations. It tells you what you will
learn.

When I was in college, I shadowed a local pastor as part of my discernment process to
figure out if I wanted to be a pastor. I went with him to Bible studies and meetings, got
connected with the choir and food pantry at his church, and spent time listening to the
wisdom he’d gained over his years of being a pastor. One piece of advice that stuck with
me 1s what he told me about going to seminary, graduate school for becoming a pastor.
He told me I needed to remember that I was there to learn, not to show how much I
already knew. I needed to be open to what I would be taught. I had classes at both the
beginning of college and the beginning of seminary that di that, a reminder of how
much I didn’t yet know, and how much I needed to learn.

That’s part of coming to college, too. Even if you’ve taken AP tests or community
college classes in high school, you may not know the subject matter the way your
professors or TA’s here want you to know it. You have to learn how to use the library



and all of the electronic resources to find information. You have to learn new programs
and lab equipment. You have to be open to learning that you might not know everything
already.

In the section immediately preceding today’s reading, in what was the Gospel reading
last week, Jesus asks the disciples who others say that he is. As they’ve walked with
Jesus from place to place, they’ve heard things. They’ve heard the crowds describe
Jesus as John the Baptist, Elijah, or one of the prophets, and dutifully report that.
They’ve even managed to put enough together to figure out that Jesus is the Christ, the
Messiah. And they think they know what that means. They think that the fact that
they’ve been following Jesus means that they will have a place of honor, a place of
respect. They think they will follow him to a place of triumph. They think they know
what it means to be a disciple.

Here, the narrative changes. It shifts. Jesus starts clearly teaching them what is to come.
He’s teaching them what they will have to give up, what they will lose. He’s teaching
them what he will have to do. And their expectations don’t line up with the reality Jesus
is teaching them.

Even though they had given up so much already to follow Jesus, left behind their fishing
nets and boats, the disciples were not ready to hear what Jesus was telling them. They
weren’t ready to hear that Jesus wasn’t going to be the Christ they thought they needed,
one who would lead them to triumph over their foes. They weren’t ready to hear that
Jesus was going to be the Christ they needed him to be, one who suffered and died in
their place.

When the disciples do not understand something, Jesus doesn’t just leave them in their
ignorance; he teaches them. When Peter misunderstands how Jesus will save the world,
Jesus doesn’t just say that his simple faith is enough. Jesus tells Peter, “Get behind me,
Satan!” Jesus does this not out of hatred, but out of love. He wants Peter to realize what
he’s saying. He wants Peter to rethink his presuppositions and expectations about what
sort of Messiah he is following. He also wants to remind Peter that he is to follow Jesus,
not lead Jesus. Peter objected to the thought that the Christ should die and sought to turn
Jesus from the way that led to His death. Jesus in His reply to Peter made it terrifyingly
plain to him how far and how deeply he had committed himself with his confession to
the Christ. He was to cherish no illusion that he might influence or control the Christ.
Jesus is the one who leads.

Peter, as spokesman for the disciples, has failed to see Jesus’ basic purpose. Jesus didn’t

come to create the Kingdom of God by force, with an army coming down. Jesus came to
die. Jesus came to die for sinners. Jesus came to die for sinners like you, and for me, and
for Peter.



Peter also doesn’t want Jesus to go to the cross because he knows that means he will go
to a cross, as well. And for Peter and the other disciples, taking up a cross wasn’t an
abstract concept. It was something they had seen themselves.

In 71 B.C., the Romans put down a slave revolt led by a former gladiator named
Spartacus. Starting in the city of Capua, 6,000 of Spartacus’ followers carried their
crosses on the road to Rome and were each crucified along the way. Sixty-seven years
later a Jewish rebellion broke out in Jerusalem after the death of King Herod the Great.
The Romans swiftly put it down and 2,000 ringleaders carried their crosses to their
death. As Jesus spoke, His followers could picture themselves as condemned criminals,
carrying their crosses behind Him.

As much as we sometimes don’t want to admit it, we want what Peter wanted. We want
following Jesus to lead us to triumph, not tragedy. We’ve become too comfortable. We
think we live in a country in which being a Christian is an advantage, when we need to
remember that we are strangers and aliens and exiles in a foreign land. There’s concern
that, as the church gets more and more involved with politics, that the church has gained
earthly power at the expense of its witness.

Following Jesus requires us to take up different crosses. Shane Claiborne writes in his

book The Irresistible Revolution,
“I know there are people out there who say, ‘My life was such a mess. [ was
drinking, partying, sleeping around; and then I met Jesus, and my whole life came
together.” God bless those people. But for me, I had it together. I used to be cool (I
was prom king, for heaven’s sake). Then I met Jesus, and He wrecked my life. ...
The adventure has taken me from the streets of Calcutta, where I worked with
Mother Teresa, to the war zone of Iraq, where I lived through the bombing of
Baghdad. ...When I got home from Iraq, a woman came up to me... and said,
‘How dare you be so careless with your life and put your mother through all that.
Jesus should be shaking His finger in your face, saying, ‘How dare you be so
reckless.” I listened, wondering to myself what Jesus she was talking about. The
Jesus who died on a cross and invited His disciples to do the same? The Jesus
who taught His disciples that if they wanted to find their lives they should lose
them? Most of them did, by the way, which surely made some parents angry.
Centuries of Christians have been jailed, beaten and executed for preaching that
Jesus. How was I to tell this lovely lady that Jesus was actually the very source of
all this beautiful mess?”

When talking about the cost of following Jesus, it’s hard to avoid talking about Dietrich
Bonhoefter’s death. A German Lutheran pastor, he had the chance at the eve of World
War 2 to remain safe in the United States, teaching at a seminary in New York City.
Instead, though, he returned to Germany, where he would lead the Confessing Church in
opposition to the state church which had embraced Nazi ideals. He was arrested for his



part in a plot to kill Hitler. In his book The Cost of Discipleship, he wrote “[w]hen
Christ calls a man, He bids him come and die.” A contemporary of Bonhoeffer,
Hermann Sasse, said something similar: “To believe in the cross always means also to
carry the cross. A yes to the cross of Christ is also a yes to my cross.”

Understanding what discipleship means, what it means to follow after Jesus, is difficult.
But the promise of Jesus is not just in an example to follow. It is in what he did that we
try and fail to imitate. In his self-sacrifice, in his death in the cross, there is resurrection,
new life. And in everything, from the little deaths of growing up to the death of our
bodies, there is Jesus waiting for us, raising us up, to be with him. When the call comes
for us to take up our crosses and follow him, it turns out that we’ve already got our
crosses with us. The cross marked on your forehead and heart when you were baptized.
The cross that is not a burden, but a blessing. A cross that binds us with Jesus, and with
each other.

When we teach about Jesus, when we follow Jesus, we shouldn’t be surprised that we
face opposition. But because of the opposition and persecution Jesus faced, because of
the persecution that led to his death on the cross, we can face whatever the world throws
our way. So, too, our Lord has called us to live as his people in faith. When Jesus spoke
to his disciples, he encouraged them to take up their cross and follow him. Life in this
world will not be easy. It will not be filled with the best that this world has to offer. But
it will be filled with God’s love. His heavenly Father’s work will continue, after he rises
and ascends into heaven, and we have the privilege of being called into

God’s mission. We are the children of God, at work in our Father’s kingdom, bringing
salvation to the ends of the earth.

Sixth and Seventh Petitions of the Lord’s Prayer

Prayer of the Church:
P: Lord, in Your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.

Sharing Our Ministry
Offering/Voluntary:

Service of the Sacrament

Prayer of Thanksgiving:
P:
C:Amen.

Words of our Lord

Lord’s Prayer



P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: Amen.

Distribution Hymns:

“Christ Be My Leader” - Hymn # 861
“Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus”” — Hymn #685

Dismissal:

Prayer After Communion:

P: O God, we thank You for Your Son Who chose the path of suffering for the
sake of the world. Humble us by His example, point us to the path of obedience, and
give us strength to follow His command; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C: Amen.

Blessing: (Pastor)
C: Amen.

Closing Hymn: “Jesus, Lead Thou On” — Hymn #718
Postlude



