Order of Worship for November 8, 2026

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

Opening Hymn: “Lord of All Good”’- Hymn #786

Confession of Sins

P: We confess our sins and sinfulness unto our Lord.

O Lord, we confess to you and to each other that we have wronged You in thought, word, and
deed. We confess to you and to each other our weakness; we are hungry for a deeper faith; we
seem to be so much sinner and so little saint; we know we have been declared free but still we
are so often enslaved to ourselves.

C: O God, I have sinned. I bring before you my sinfulness. I talk so often of changing, of
maturing in the faith, but I must come before you, asking your forgiveness, for I am still:
so prone to sin, so little inclined to obedience;

so much attached to worldly pleasures, so negligent of things spiritual;

so fond of standing idle in the marketplace, so indisposed for labor in your vineyard;

so soon at play, so late at prayer;

so full of good intentions, so backward in fulfilling them:

so quick to declare your word and will to others, so slow to hear and heed it myself;

so eager to get, so reluctant to give;

so helpless apart from you, yet so hesitant to be bound to you.

O Lord, grant me your forgiveness. Hear my confession for Jesus' sake. Do not fail one
who has so often failed you. Do not turn from one who has so often turned from you. Be
merciful to me and fill me with yourself, that it be no longer I who live, but Christ who
lives in me.

P: Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners. Our Lord has said: “Be of good cheer, your
sins are forgiven; go and sin no more.” So | say to you, in the name of Jesus, that whatever you
have done or left undone, you are free from your sins, and your sinfulness. You are forgiven in
the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen!

Entrance Psalm:

P: Even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for herself, where she may lay her
young,

C: at Your altars, O LORD of hosts, my King and my God.

P: How lovely is Your dwelling place,

C: O LORD of hosts!

P: Behold our shield, O God;

C: look on the face of Your anointed!

P: For a day in Your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere.

C: I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents of
wickedness.



P: For the LORD God is a sun and shield; the LORD bestows favor and honor.

C: No good thing does He withhold from those who walk uprightly.

P: O LORD of hosts,

C: blesséd is the one who trusts in You!

ALL: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the
beginning, is now and will be forever, Amen.

P: Even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for herself, where she may lay her
young,

C: at Your altars, O LORD of hosts, my King and my God.

Collect of the Day
P: Lord God, heavenly Father, send forth Your Son to lead home His bride, the Church, that
with all the company of the redeemed we may finally enter into His eternal wedding
feast; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen

Old Testament Reading — Amos 5:18-24
R: Woe to you who desire the day of the LORD! Why would you have the day of the

LoORD? It is darkness, and not light, as if a man fled from a lion, and a bear met him, or went
into the house and leaned his hand against the wall, and a serpent bit him. Is not the day of
the LORD darkness, and not light, and gloom with no brightness in it? “I hate, I despise your
feasts, and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. Even though you offer Me your
burnt offerings and grain offerings, I will not accept them; and the peace offerings of your
fattened animals, I will not look upon them. Take away from Me the noise of your songs; to
the melody of your harps I will not listen. But let justice roll down like waters, and
righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.”

R: This is the Word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God

Epistle Lesson: 1 Thessalonians 4:13—18
R: But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who are

asleep, that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus
died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with Him those who have fallen
asleep. For this we declare to you by a word from the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left
until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord
Himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and
with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are
alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the
air, and so we will always be with the Lord. Therefore encourage one another with these words.

R: This is the Word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.



Holy Gospel — Matthew 25:1-13
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 25™ chapter.
C: Glory to You, O Lord.

P: Jesus said, “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps
and went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. For when
the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them, but the wise took flasks of oil with
their lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, they all became drowsy and slept. But at
midnight there was a cry, ‘Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him. Then all those
virgins rose and trimmed their lamps. And the foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of
your oil, for our lamps are going out. But the wise answered, saying, ‘Since there will not be
enough for us and for you, go rather to the dealers and buy for yourselves.” And while they
were going to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in with him to the
marriage feast, and the door was shut. Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord,
lord, open to us.” But he answered, ‘Truly, I say to you, I do not know you.” Watch
therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.”

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C. Praise to You, O Christ.

Children’s Message: (8:30)
Sermon Hymn: "Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers" - Hymn #515

Sermon: “What Were They Thinking? What Are You Thinking? ”- Matthew 25:1-13

The Apostle Paul had a greeting he used at the beginning of several of his New Testament
letters and I greet you with that same greeting of blessing now... GRACE TO YOU AND
PEACE FROM GOD OUR FATHER AND THE LORD JESUS CHRIST. AMEN (2
Corinthians 1:2)

The text for our message this morning is our Gospel lesson for today and since we heard it read
before, I want to just read the first 4 verses again... (Matthew 25:1-13)

A while back there was a story in the Des Moines Register about a 19-year-old fellow named
Robert Rickets. The story was about how Rickets was still alive but he was in bad shape
because his head was cut and banged and bruised and bloody. And actually, according to the
story, Rickets was fortunate to even still have a head. And the reason why is because for some
reason Rickets had tried to see how close he could get his head to a moving train without
getting hit. Rickets did get really close and it was so close his head ended up a bloody mess.
And the question everybody who heard about this story wondered was WHAT WAS HE
THINKING? What was going on in this 19-year-old brain that made Rickets think that putting
his head next to a moving train was a good idea?

That question of WHAT IS HE OR SHE THINKING? is one which most of us have probably
asked a few times in life as we heard about something going on around us. Lots of people seem
to be doing a lot of dumb or stupid or crazy or wrong things which make us wonder WHAT



ARE THEY THINKING?

Like for example these folks in another story. A student in high school had 2 classmates who
decided they were going to get some money by robbing a convenience store like a Casey’s.
They wore ski masks and the robbery went very well. One thing the robbers did though, was
they wore their High School lettermen’s jackets which had their names on them. The
convenience store clerk told the police what the guy’s names were and the school they went to
and the cops went and arrested them. WHAT WERE THOSE HIGH SCHOOLERS
THINKING, PEOPLE WONDER, TO WEAR THOSE KINDS OF COATS FOR THEIR
FIRST ROBBERY?

And, before we get too judgmental, what about ourselves? How many times have we done or
said something which maybe made other people around us shake their heads and roll their eyes
and go WHAT WERE YOU THINKING? Check out this picture of a hole that someone cut in
one of their doors so that their cat could come and go without someone to open and close the
door. Good i1dea right? Except here is the picture of that same door when that person went to
hang it back up. As you can see, they had the door upside down when they cut the cat hole.
WHAT WERE THEY THINKING? And WHAT ARE WE THINKING when we do similar
goofy and foolish things?

As I said, that question can get a workout in this world that we live in. And the reason why
there are so many foolish and wrong choices being made in our world is because we live in a
sinful and fallen world. The Bible tells us that we all are born sinful ever since Adam and Eve
made the foolish decision in the Garden of Eden to eat the fruit of the tree God said not to eat
from. What Adam and Eve were thinking when they munched on that forbidden fruit we don’t
know except that they were somehow wanting to be like God and be wise the Bible tells us
(Gen.3:4-6). The WHAT WAS I THINKING consequences of their sin however, are still with
us...

...Except now we have some help with that sin. We can be baptized, and we can have our sins
washed away; and the Holy Spirit can put faith in our hearts so that we repent of our sins. And
Jesus promises us He will take us to heaven if we keep that faith in our hearts. But the question
is, will we do that? Will we keep our faith in Jesus or will we let our faith slip away? And if we
run out of faith like the 5 virgins ran out of oil, are we going to end up asking ourselves WHAT
WAS I THINKING as I missed out on heaven?

And this is the issue we want to look at today as we listen to Jesus telling the parable of the 10
virgins. Jesus tells this parable because He doesn’t want anyone to not be ready for heaven.
Judgment Day and getting into heaven is what this parable is about. And what Jesus does is
connect Judgment Day to a wedding. And Jesus does this to help us so someday we don’t end
up asking ourselves WHAT WAS [ THINKING that [ wasn’t ready and missed out on getting
into heaven?

And so the first thing we have to realize is that the way they did weddings in Jesus’ day was



different than the way most weddings are done in our day. In Jesus’ day the couple were
considered married, and they were a husband and wife from the moment they got engaged.
They didn’t, however, start living together until they had a ceremony and then maybe a
wedding banquet and maybe a party if they were going to have those things. And so, when the
bridegroom and the bride were ready for the ceremony, they would announce the day but not
always the time. That may seem odd but that is the way many couples did it. Wedding guests
and some of the wedding participants would then just need to be ready that day for whenever
the ceremony and reception were going to happen. The 10 virgins in Jesus’ story were part of
the wedding party and they had a special job to do and that’s why they particularly needed to be
ready. The virgins’ job in the wedding was to be like Alliant Energy. Since there was no
electricity in Bible times the virgins were supposed to furnish light for the event if it happened
after dark. The virgins were to bring their lamps and be ready to use them.

And what would happen is when the Bridegroom was ready, He would come in a parade
through the streets with his friends shouting out, “Here I am, the bridegroom. Come and enjoy
the feast prepared for you.” And the bridegroom would then go to the home of his bride and get
her and their friends and family would join them, and everybody would head for the banquet
hall for the wedding ceremony and then the wedding feast and the party afterwards.

When everybody got to the banquet hall, the doors would then be closed and if you were
running late and didn’t get there in time, you would get locked out and you would miss out on
the fun. And these were the rules and everybody knew them and this is just the way it was.

And what this means is that the virgins in this story should have all known what was going to
happen. They should have all known that on the wedding day the bridegroom could come early
or he could come late but they had to be ready for whenever he came. And these virgins should
have known that if they weren’t ready and the banquet doors were shut then they weren’t going
to get in.

For the 10 virgins to be ready, what they needed was oil in their lamps. And we know what
happened in Jesus’ story. 5 of the virgins were wise and brought extra oil with them in case the
bridegroom was coming later after dark. 5 of the virgins were foolish, though, and didn’t plan
ahead and they brought no extra oil; and their lamps were empty when they heard the shouts up
the street that the bridegroom was on his way. And by the time the 5 virgins left and went and
bought more oil and got back, the wedding reception doors were closed and they couldn’t get
in.

And this is where we might ask the question, WHAT WERE THOSE 5 VIRGINS THINKING
AS THEY GOT READY FOR THIS WEDDING? How would they think they were going to
keep their lamps going without any 0il? And, if nobody gets into the reception if they are late,
how did they think they could come late and still get through the doors? The 5 foolish virgins
definitely seem to deserve to be called foolish. We can certainly look at them and shake our
heads and say WHAT WERE THOSE GOOFY GALS THINKING?



And so we go back to Jesus’ reason for telling this story. And His reason is He wants all of us to
be ready when He comes. And Jesus is coming for us. He is coming for everybody either on a
day He decides will be our last day in this world; and it is time for Him to individually take us
to our eternal reward. Or Jesus will be coming for the last day of this whole world and that will
be Judgment Day; and then we will all either go to heaven or go to hell.

Either way, Jesus calls Himself the Bridegroom; and He is coming and if we want to get into
the heavenly wedding, we need to be ready. And what the oil in our lamp does is it makes us
ready. And what the oil in our lamp is is faith in Jesus. The oil in the lamps of the virgins was
the only thing they needed to be ready for the wedding and our faith in Jesus who suffered and
died for our sins on the cross so we could be forgiven and go to heaven is the only thing we
need also to get us through the banquet hall door. And if faith in Jesus is what saves us, then
that is what we should be thinking about and not thinking about something else getting us
through the pearly gates.

The 5 foolish virgins either weren’t thinking at all or they might have been figuring that they
could use some of their other 5 friend’s oil to get into the wedding. And if that is what they
were thinking, that was foolish and wrong thinking on their part. And the reason is we can’t get
saved by using someone else’s faith. We can’t get into heaven ourselves because we have a
husband or wife who believes in Jesus. We can’t get there because grandpa and grandma go to
church or our best friend on the soccer team is a devout Christian. We each have to have our
own oil of

faith to get us there.

Years ago, when [ was pastor at my first church over in Reinbeck, I visited a family who were
supposedly Lutheran and had moved to town. I thought it might be a good idea if they joined
our church and so I went to visit them. The family surprised me, though, and they said they
were pretty ok with the Lord because there was a church in western Iowa which had their name
on one of the stained-glass windows. Years ago, some of the family had donated that window
and the family name had been added in one of the stained-glass panels as their gift to the Lord.
The family I was visiting didn’t feel like they needed anything more for getting into heaven.
They didn’t need repentance or faith or going to church or living for Jesus because the faith of
their ancestors in buying that window was enough oil for all of them. That was their thinking.
And my thinking was where in the Bible does it say anything like that? And there is no place.
The faith of other family or friends cannot be a substitute for our own oil in our lamps. We are
foolish if we think it can be.

Likewise, we are foolish also if we are like the 5 young ladies, and we think we are so good that
the doors of heaven can be closed and yet when we show up God will make an exception and let
us in.

God doesn’t operate this way. In some of Jesus’ last words He spoke before He ascended into
heaven, He said, HE WHO BELIEVES AND IS BAPTIZED WILL BE SAVED BUT HE
WHO DOESN’T BELIEVE WILL BE DAMNED (Mark 16:16). Or another way of saying that

is the persons who have oil in their lamps will get through heaven’s door and the persons who



don’t will end up in a place similar to this picture. This is a hot, stinky, yucky trash dumpster
similar to what we might imagine hell is like.

And by the way, what do you suppose the person was thinking who cleaned up their grill and
emptied the coals that were still hot into this garbage can and let it catch on fire? WHAT WAS

THAT PERSON THINKING? And were they even thinking at all or was the pause button
maybe pushed for their brain?

Anyway, while we wait for Jesus to come again, there is something we might do to make God
happy. And that is to be useful. One of the things the Gospel writer Luke says in chapter 12
(verse 35) is STAY DRESSED FOR ACTION AND KEEP YOUR LAMPS BURNING. What
God is saying here is that we shouldn’t just keep oil in our lamps, but we should keep our lamps
lit and doing good. Likewise, we should keep our faith busy doing good for Jesus until He come
again.

Someone who teaches about keeping our lamps burning is Dave Ramsey. Some of you have
maybe heard of him. Dave Ramsey is the head of Financial Peace University; and he is a money
guru who teaches about how we can manage our own money in such a way that we can be very
successful. And as we are successful, we can often reach a point where we can say to ourselves,
WHAT WAS I THINKING when I used to spend money like I did.

I watched a video of Dave teaching one of classes about using money God’s way and he used
an example from his own life. Early in his life as a Christian, Dave went through bankruptcy
and doing things God’s way with his whole family meant being generous and giving with
whatever they had. And this was really hard and Dave’s family lived in deep poverty.

And then one day, Dave had one of those WHAT WAS SHE THINKING moments with his 5-
year-old daughter, Rachel. Rachel’s teacher did an experiment in school with her students. The
teacher asked the kids to draw a picture and tell what they would do if they were given $100.

The children did their sharing. Scott was going to use his $100 to buy a car that could change
into whatever he wanted it to be. Allison was going to buy a doll house. Kathy was going to
buy a regular house but one with a cat in it. Andrew wanted a swimming pool. And then Dave
got to see his daughter’s answer in the booklet she brought home. He got to see her answer and
wonder just for a moment WHAT WAS SHE THINKING? But then he knew. And 5-year-old
Rachel, who had grown up with hardly anything herself, wanted to give her money to a poor
family. And Dave said he cried. He cried that his little girl had learned so well how to make
God happy with her caring and generosity. Rachel had oil in her lamp, and it wasn’t just sitting
there. It was burning. And Rachel was ready even at her early age for Jesus to come because of
her faith.

May we each live the kind of lives which don’t make people wonder and think how we can be
so goofy or dumb or sinful and wrong. Instead, may people think about us and know because of
our faith we are ready for Jesus to come whenever Jesus is ready to come for us. Amen.



May the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in faith in
Christ Jesus. Amen.

Catechism — 3™ and 4™ petitions of Lord’s Prayer and Explanation — p324
Prayers:

Sharing Our Ministry:

8:30 Service
Hymn of Praise: “We Give Thee But Thine Own” - Hymn #781
Closing Prayer:
P: Almighty God, all that we possess is from Your loving hand. Give us grace that we
may honor You with all we have, always remembering the account we must one day give to

Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.

Blessing: (Pastor)
C: Amen.

Closing Hymn: “Praise and Thanksgiving” - Hymn #789

11: 00 Service

Offering:

Prayer of Thanksgiving:
The Lord’s Prayer:

The Words of Our Lord:

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: Amen.



Distribution Hymn:
“Gracious God, You Send Great Blessings” - Hymn #782
“We Give Thee But Thine Own” - Hymn #781

Dismissal:

Closing Prayer:

P: Almighty God, all that we possess is from Your loving hand. Give us grace that we
may honor You with all we have, always remembering the account we must one day give to
Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

Blessing: (Pastor)
C: Amen.

Closing Hymn: “Praise and Thanksgiving” - Hymn #789



